PROCLAMATIONS FOR NATIONAL BURN AWARENESS WEEK
A proclamation is a public or official announcement, especially one dealing with a matter
of great importance. Government officials, such as mayors, state legislators, governors,
members of Congress and the President of the United States, often issue proclamations
to announce important upcoming events. For more than 30 years, the President of the
United States has signed proclamations for National Burn Awareness Week, signaling
support of the ongoing efforts and achievements of those working in the burn treatment,
support and prevention communities to bring awareness to burn injuries.
National Burn Awareness Week (NBAW) is a time for burn, fire and life safety
educators to unite in sharing a common burn awareness and prevention messages in
our communities. It is the perfect opportunity to request a proclamation to bring
awareness to the efforts and contributions you and your organization make to bring burn
injury awareness to your specific community. Proclamations and proclamation-signing
ceremonies are some of the many opportunities that exist to disseminate information
about National Burn Awareness Week and your own local efforts and activities.
You will need to first submit a formal request for a state or local proclamation. After
arranging for the proclamation signing with the official's office, alert the media
(newspapers and television stations) at least a week in advance before the signing to
encourage news media coverage. If you are successful in obtaining a proclamation, but
not a signing ceremony, you should still notify the media and provide contacts, copies of
the proclamation and additional information to put NBAW into context for the media.
Social media can also be used to announce and promote the NBAW proclamation and
related activities.
How to Obtain a Proclamation
1. Identify the best person/office to make the NBAW proclamation. Getting multiple
proclamations from the mayor, local city council, state representatives and your state
congressman will increase the awareness of your burn injury awareness efforts and
activities.
2. The government official’s office should be contacted to request the proclamation.
Contact information can be obtained from the governmental or official's website, which
will likely also contain instructions on how to submit the request and detail what
information must be included in it.

3. A sample proclamation can be edited to include specific local information to send
along with the request, as well as the date on which you would like the proclamation
issued. Even though you may include a sample proclamation, you should know that the
official’s office may change some of the language to comply with its style requirements.
4. If the official is available, you should schedule an appointment to meet for the signing
of the proclamation. Lower level officials may allow you to take photographs of him or
her signing the proclamation. You should always first obtain the official's consent before
using any photographs to promote National Burn Awareness Week.
5. As noted above, you should contact the local news media in advance of the signing
to promote publicity for your NBAW efforts and activities.
Sample Proclamation
Below is a sample proclamation that could be edited and sent to national, state
and local public and government officials to state and locally promote NBAW 2017.

A PROCLAMATION
National Burn Awareness Week 2017
February 5-11, 2017
BY _________________________________
Burn injuries continue to be one of the leading causes of accidental death and
injury in our Nation. Tragically, children, the elderly, and the disabled are especially
vulnerable to burn injuries, and almost one- third of all burn injuries occur in
children under the age of 15. Between 2010 and 2014, approximately 486,000
people were seen in Emergency Departments for treatment of non-fatal burn
injuries. In 2014 alone, there were 3,275 deaths from fires and another 53,220
people were treated in hospitals for burn related injuries.
Children under five are 2.4 times as likely as the general population to suffer burn
injuries that require emergency medical treatment. Young adults ages 20-29 have
a probability of burn injury that is roughly 1.5 times the risk of the general
population. The primary causes of injury include fire-flame, scalds, electrical and
chemicals. Most of the injuries occur in the home. Today, 96.8% of those who
suffer burn injuries will survive. Unfortunately, many of those survivors will sustain
serious scarring, life-long physical disabilities, and adjustment difficulties.
National Burn Awareness Week, an initiative of the American Burn Association, is
a coming together of burn, fire and life safety educators to make the public aware
of the frequency, devastation and causes of burn injury as well as consistent and

authoritative measures to prevent these injuries and how to best care for those that
are injured.
Significant research and medical advances have dramatically improved burn care
and treatment, aided rehabilitation, shortened hospital stays, and increased burn
survival rates. Aftercare support for the physical and emotional effects of burns
has also played a key role in the successful reintegration of burn survivors into our
communities. Further, burn safety education and prevention efforts continue to
reduce the number of people who suffer burns each year.
Medical research has contributed greatly to the advances in developing national
standards for acute and long term treatment of burn injuries. However, there is still
much to learn about the best possible physical and emotional practices, support
and care of burn patients.
The very best approach to burns is prevention. A great number of burn injuries are
preventable. There is an ongoing need for national and local attention to all aspects
of burn injury prevention, including an awareness of the Mechanisms of Burns
(MOB) such as with scald and contact burns.
Many people devote their lives and careers to treating, caring for, supporting and
rehabilitating burn injury survivors, including those performing vital work in burn
research and development. There are dedicated fire fighters who risk their own
lives every day to protect others, as well as burn foundations and other life safety
professionals who promote burn injury awareness and prevention. To learn more
about burn injuries and keeping you and your family safe, visit
____________________ (add website link).
NOW, THEREFORE, I, ______________________, do hereby proclaim the week of
February 5 through February 11, 2017, as National Burn Awareness Week. I call
upon all government agencies, fire, life safety and health care organizations,
communications media, and the people of _____________________ to observe this
week with the appropriate ceremonies and activities.
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this _______________ day of
______________ in the year 2017.
_____________________________

