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Introductory Letter to Reviewers 

 
 
Dear Reviewer, 
 
Thank you for agreeing to serve as a reviewer for the Burn Therapist Certified BT-C program. 
The process of reviewing a Portfolio Application for BT-C status requires some training and 
practice. This Reviewer Handbook outlines the training and practice requirements, guides you in 
the process of conducting a review, and provides additional information about the BT-C Portfolio 
Application review and decision process. After you have completed the reviewer training, you 
will be asked to serve in the Reviewer Pool. As a member of the BT-C Reviewer Pool, you will 
periodically be invited to review BT-C Portfolio Applications as they are submitted to the ABA. 
This Reviewer Handbook can be used as a reference and guide for the BT-C review process. 
We appreciate your time, dedication and service to burn rehabilitation.   
 
 
Your colleague in burn rehabilitation and care,  
 
 
Ingrid S. Parry, MS, PT 
Professional Certification Committee, Co-chair 
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BT-C Mission Statement 
 
The mission of the Burn Therapist Certified (BT-C) program is to promote and recognize 
occupational and physical therapists who have specialized knowledge, skill and experience in 
burn rehabilitation. 

Becoming a Reviewer 
 
The BT-C review process is overseen by the American Burn Association (ABA) Professional 
Certification Committee (PCC). Potential BT-C reviewers are identified by the committee from 
BT-C applicant candidates who have successfully achieved initial BT-C status and 
demonstrated an exceptional Portfolio Application in the process. The PCC chair will request to 
the ABA that such an applicant be invited to join the Reviewer Pool. The ABA will send an email 
inviting the therapist to become a reviewer including a copy of the Reviewer Handbook that 
outlines the expectations, responsibilities and training process of BT-C reviewers. 
 
BT-C Reviewer Criteria 
A BT-C reviewer must meet the following criteria: 

• Have a current BT-C certification.  

• Have demonstrated achieving initial BT-C status with an exceptional Portfolio 
Presentation 

• Have completed BT-C Reviewer Training 

• Submitted a signed Reviewer Attestation and Reviewer Agreement 
 
Responsibilities of BT-C Reviewers 

1) Stay informed of BT-C program content and process 
2) Complete all aspects of Reviewer Training 
3) Review BT-C Portfolio Applications upon the invitation of the ABA 
4) Provide confidential and non-bias reviews of Portfolio Applications in a timely manner 
5) Communicate with PCC and ABA regarding BT-C program and review process 
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Reviewer Training 
 
If you accept the invitation to become a reviewer, you must complete the Reviewer Training 
prior to conducting BT-C Portfolio Reviews. The Reviewer Training should be conducted 
independently with the guidance of a current PCC member and be completed within three 
months of accepting the invitation. The ABA will assign new reviewers a mentor from the PCC 
committee who will be copied on all communication to the new reviewer during the training.  
Prior to entering the Reviewer Pool, you will need to complete a Reviewer Attestation 
(Appendix 1), verifying that you have completed all of the parts of the Reviewer Training 
including signing a Reviewer agreement. Reviewer training consist of the following: 
 
Step 1 - Become Familiar with the Reviewer Handbook 
Read and review the Reviewer Handbook for an overview of the BT-C review process. It is 
important that as a new reviewer, you understand the process before you begin to review BT-C 
Portfolio Applications. After you have completed the Reviewer Training, you will find the 
Reviewer Handbook useful as a reference to guide you in BT-C Portfolio Application reviews.  
The Reviewer Handbook will be updated periodically and you should ensure that you have the 
latest version before beginning review of an application. 
 
Step 2 - Reviewer Training PowerPoint Deck 
The review of BT-C Portfolio Application requires training to optimize consistency between 
reviewers. The PCC has developed a BT-C Reviewer Training PowerPoint Slide Deck 
presentation and quiz (Appendix 2). A new reviewer must review the PowerPoint presentation 
and complete the quiz at the end of the presentation.  
 
Step 3 - Mock Review 
To familiarize yourself with the BT-C Review Process you will complete mock reviews. A mock 
review is a review of a practice Portfolio Application that has been reviewed by other reviewers 
previously. Mock reviews represent sample responses that have been scored as “NOT met the 
SPO,” “PARTIALLY met the SPO,” and “SUFFICIENTLY met the SPO” and rationale for the 
scoring is provided. As a new reviewer, you will review the sample Portfolio Application SPO 
responses and independently judge whether the SPO is met. You will then compare your 
scoring and comments to those of experienced reviewers. If you have any questions, please 
consult with your assigned mentor reviewer. The mentor reviewer from the PCC will also review 
your mock review and provide you with feedback. 
 
Step 4 - Shadow Reviews 
A shadow review is a review of a current BT-C Portfolio Application but the evaluation and 
decision is not counted toward the final BT-C status decision. New reviewers will complete the 
review independently and submit the evaluation and your recommendation according to the 
timeline requested. You will be included in the communication to the other reviewers regarding 
the BT-C status decision. After all reviews are submitted and a decision is made, you will have 
the opportunity to compare your review to the review of the other reviewers. The mentor 
reviewer from the PCC committee will provide you with feedback on your review evaluation. If 
you or your mentor believe that more practice is needed, additional shadow reviews will be 
conducted.   
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Privacy and Confidentiality 
 
Setting up a Reviewer Profile with ABA 
When new reviewers have completed their training, and submitted their Reviewer Attestation 
and Reviewer Agreement, the ABA will assign them a reviewer number. This is the number the 
reviewer will use when completing the evaluations to remain anonymous to the applicant. You 
should not include any information in your comments on the Reviewer Evaluation form that 
would reveal your identity to the applicant. The process is meant to be as anonymous as 
possible on the part of both the applicant and the reviewer to facilitate a non-bias and objective 
evaluation. The ABA staff and PCC co-chairs will know the reviewer’s identities and monitor 
their review scores, decisions and number of reviews completed each year. This information will 
be provided to reviewers periodically for purposes of quality monitoring. 
 
Blinding Applicant Identities 
The ABA will screen the Portfolio Applications for any information that may identify the 
applicant. The applicant will be required to remove the information and every effort will be made 
to make the applicant anonymous to the reviewers. Because the burn rehabilitation community 
is small, complete anonymity may not be possible when the author of a publication or research 
project is recognizable without including the names.  If you as reviewer recognize the applicant 
and believe there is a conflict of interest or that you cannot provide a non-bias and objective 
review, then you must recuse yourself from reviewing that Portfolio Application. Example 
reasons for recusal are: 

- Supervisor or colleague of applicant working within your institution or organization  
- Professor or academic relationship with applicant 
- You may opt out if you feel you cannot provide an unbiased review 

 
Reviewer Attestation 
A Reviewer Attestation (Appendix 1) must be completed and submitted to the ABA prior to 
being able to enter the Reviewer Pool as a BT-C Reviewer. This attestation verifies that you 
have completed the Reviewer Training and understand the responsibilities as a reviewer. 

 
Reviewer Agreement 
Reviewers sign a Reviewer agreement (Appendix 3) to ensure that the applicant information 
accessed is maintained in a confidential manner. For statistical reporting, the number of 
applicants and pass/fail rate will be reported anonymously. Demographic information such as 
male/female, discipline, years of experience of applicants will be maintained and reported 
without reference to any individual person or application. Your own reviewer performance will be 
provided to you confidentially and reported anonymously for quality management. 
  

Overview of the BT-C Review Process 

 
• 3-5 reviewers are invited to review a new Portfolio Application submission.  

• The Portfolio Application and Reviewer Evaluation Form are sent to the reviewers who 
accept. 

• Reviewers independently review and evaluate the Portfolio Application. 

• Reviewers use the Reviewer Evaluation Form to submit scores/ comments and BT-C 
recommendation to ABA. 

• If the decision in ‘Inconclusive, resubmit with additional information,’ the review process 
repeats (preferably with same reviewers) until decision is Yes or No. A Portfolio may be 
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submitted up to a total of 3 times (Initial and two subsequent resubmissions) in the case 
of an Inconclusive determination. 
 

Instructions for Reviewing a Portfolio Application 
 
Step 1 – Read the Portfolio Application 
After reviewers accept an invitation to review a new BT-C Portfolio Application submission, each 
reviewer will be sent the following information:  

1) Four EFs (in pdf format) that comprise the Portfolio Application and embedded links 
to supporting information.  

2) A Formstack link to the Reviewer Evaluation Form and reminder of reviewer number. 
3) Link to Reviewer Handbook including Appendix 4 with Practice Domain Standards 

and SPO grid. 
Reviewers may print the Portfolio Application or choose to review it in electronic pdf format. In 
either case, carefully read through all of the EFs submitted as part of the Portfolio Application.  

 
Step 2 – Familiarize Yourself with the Chosen Practice Domain Standard and Associated 
SPOs 
Review the Practice Domain Standard and associated SPO grid for the domains that were 
selected by the applicant for their EFs. The Evaluation, Treatment and Discharge Planning 
Domain is required. The applicant will have chosen a total of 3-4 domains. The SPO grid 
provides the criteria that you will be using to determine if the information provided meets the 
standard and the specific objectives. The SPO grid includes an SPO guide column which 
provided the applicant with information that should be addressed in the response to meet the 
SPO. An additional column with evaluation criteria is included which lists specific components 
for reviewers to use to determine if the SPO is met in the response provided. This information is 
available to the applicant as well to facilitate full transparency in the review process. 

 
Step 3 – Evaluate and Score the BT-C Portfolio Application  
Use the SPO grid to evaluate whether or not the applicant’s response meets the defined SPOs 
for the chosen Practice Domain. A score should be provided for every SPO on all four of the 
EFs. The options for scoring of each SPO are: 
 

 0 - Applicant does NOT address the criteria in the information presented 
 1 - Applicant PARTIALLY addresses the criteria in the information presented 
 2 - Applicant SUFFICIENLTY addresses the criteria in the information presented 

 
If you score the SPO as a 0 or 1, please add a comment as to why it does not sufficiently meet 
the SPO. If you score the SPO with a 2, you may also provide a response if you wish but it is 
not required.  
At the end of each EF, you will be able to provide general comments about the strengths, 
weakness or areas that need further clarification/ description in the application. Please write 
them in a manner that is helpful and informative to the applicant. If the applicant decision is ‘No’ 
or’ Inconclusive’, the applicant will receive a copy of these comments.  
 

 

 



BT-C Reviewer Handbook - Updated 10-22-18    Page 8 
 

Step 4 – Provide Overall Recommendation for BT-C 
After reviewing all of the EFs, you will be asked to make an overall recommendation regarding 
qualification for BT-C status. Your decision should be based on the Portfolio Application as a 
whole to determine if the information provided represents a burn therapist with advanced and 
specialized knowledge, skills and experience in burn rehabilitation. It is helpful to review the 
numeric score provided from a sum of all of the SPOs. Review this score and ensure that it 
reflects your overall impression of the application. Based on data from the BT-C alpha and beta 
tests a score below 60% does not qualify for certification and a score above 90% qualifies.  
Between 60-90%, the recommendation may vary depending on the application and reviewer’s 
evaluation. The options for BT-C recommendation are: 

• “Qualified” – Applicant meets certification criteria 

• “Inconclusive” – Applicant must resubmit application with additional information for 
consideration of certification status 

• “Not qualified” – Applicant does NOT meet criteria for certification status 
 

Step 5 – Submit Recommendation 
After you have completed all parts of the Reviewer Evaluation Form, submit the form to ABA.  If 
at any time you need to leave the Reviewer Evaluation Form, it is important that you save your 
work online. Formstack will provide you with a link to re-access your Reviewer Evaluation Form 
and continue.  

 
Step 6 – Review a Resubmission 
In some cases, the applicant will be asked to re-submit his/her application with additional 
information to be considered for BT-C status. In these cases, if you served as the original 
reviewer, you will be asked to provide additional review(s) of the re-submission(s). The applicant 
may re-submit up to two times after the initial submission. When reviewing a re-submission, you 
will reference the original Reviewer comments to determine if the SPOs are met with the 
additional information/ clarification provided. The scoring and recommendation will be done in 
the same manner as the original review. 
 

Certification Decision 
The overall Portfolio Score, the recommendation for certification and comments provided by 
each reviewer will be used in making a final decision.  In most cases, the Portfolio Application 
will have an odd number of reviewers. The number of reviewers who recommended Qualified, 
Inconclusive and Not Qualified will be tallied and the category with the largest number of votes 
will be the final determination.   
Example: 

Number of 
Reviewers 

Qualified Inconclusive Not 
Qualified 

Preliminary 
Recommendation 

Example #1 2 1  Qualified 

Example #2  3 2 Inconclusive 

Example #3 1  2 Not Qualified 

 
PCC Review - In cases where an odd number of reviewers were not achieved and there is a tie 
in the count of recommendation, the PCC chair will review the comments from the reviewers 
and if a determination for certification cannot be made, the Portfolio Application will be sent to 
an additional reviewer. 
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BT-C Status Determination 
Options for a final BT-C status include: 

• “Qualified” – Applicant meets certification criteria 

• “Inconclusive” – Applicant must resubmit application with additional information for 
consideration of certification status 

• “Not qualified” – Applicant does NOT meet criteria for certification status 
 

Qualified - If an application holistically reflects a burn therapist with strong clinical knowledge, 
skills, experience in burn rehabilitation and the therapist sufficiently meets the Practice Domain 
Standard and associated SPOs in the responses, then the applicant is determined to be 
Qualified for BT-C status.  The applicant will receive notification that they have achieved 
certification status. The certification is valid for 5 years. During the 5-year term, the BT-C 
qualified therapist will need to maintain an ABA membership and maintain minimum criteria 
eligibility in order to maintain BT-C status. If the BT-C therapist plans to re-certify at the end of 
the certification term, he/she will have to achieve the re-certification requirements during the 5-
year term.   

 
Inconclusive – If an application reflects a therapist with strong clinical knowledge, skill and 
experience but multiple SPOs are not met or only partially met in the responses provided, the 
recommendation will be “Inconclusive – resubmit with additional information.”  The applicant will 
be sent the decision with the reviewers’ comments. The comments should guide the applicant 
on what additional information is needed for clarification or elaboration of responses in order to 
sufficiently meet the defined SPO criteria. Changes or additions to one or multiple EFs may be 
recommended. The applicant should read the review comments carefully and ensure that they 
are addressed in the resubmission. The applicant will have 4 weeks resubmit the application.   
Once the resubmission is received, it will be reviewed again using the same review procedure 
described above. The Portfolio Application will again be scored by reviewers and 
recommendations for BT-C status will be provided based on the modified submission.  
Applicants will have two opportunities (after initial submission) to resubmit with clarification or 
additional information. If not successful after the second resubmission, certification will be 
denied and the applicant will need to begin the process again after a minimum of 6 months.   

 
Not Qualified – If an applicant insufficiently responds to multiple SPOs and is unable to 
demonstrate they have advanced and specialized knowledge, skill and experience in burn 
rehabilitation to the reviewers, the certification decision will be Not qualified. The applicant will 
be provided with the reviewers’ comments and feedback. The applicant may reapply for BT-C 
after 6 months. It is recommended that the applicant revise the Portfolio Application based on 
the feedback provided or select other Practice Domain Standards that may better represent 
burn rehabilitation expertise. 

Policies 
Process of Appeals 

The American Burn Association (ABA) retains sole authority of the BT-C process. If an 
applicant chooses to appeal the decision of their Portfolio Application, they must notify ABA 
in writing within 30 days from the decision.  A subcommittee of the PPC, consisting of the 
co-chair and two other members who did not participate in the original review of the Portfolio 
Application will review scores and evaluate the Portfolio Application reviews using the 
calibration method described for quality management and make a determination if the 
process appears to have been fairly administered. If it is deemed appropriate by the sub-
group, the Portfolio Application may be sent to additional reviewers. The applicant will be 
notified of the outcome of the review. 
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Revocation of BT-C 
Burn Therapist Certification may be revoked for any of the following reasons: 
 1. The certificant receives a restriction or revocation on his/her professional license 
 2. Individual is convicted of a felony or a misdemeanor which reflects on the ability to 
 serve the burn patient community 
 3. It is discovered that the information supporting minimal eligibility is false. 

 
 

Tips for Reviewers 
• When evaluating the application, have the chosen Practice Domain Standard and 

associated SPO grid available to reference. Use the information in the Reviewer 
Evaluation Criteria column to determine if the applicant has addressed the SPO 
sufficiently. This column of the SPO grid provides details about the information that the 
applicant should have included to demonstrate that they have met the SPO.   

• Score each SPO based on the information included in the response. The applicant has 
been instructed to respond in the appropriate area for each response but sometimes 
information will be found in other areas of the application.  

• When reviewing an application, look for depth and detail in the applicant’s response to 
each SPO. The individual SPOs will be scored as to whether or not that objective is met 
but you will also be establishing a sense of the applicant’s expertise as you review the 
application as a whole. 

• The application should be a combination of the “science” with the applicant 
demonstrating core knowledge and understanding of burn rehabilitation and “art” with 
the applicant highlighting personal and unique skill and experience. 

• If you score any SPO as 0 or 1, provide constructive and detailed comments to the 
applicant so he/she understands why the SPO was not sufficiently met with the 
information provided or what is needed to improve the response. If the final decision is 
‘Inconclusive’, the applicant will use this feedback to modify the application and 
resubmit. Comments may reflect the need for clarification or additional information. You 
may provide comments when scoring an SPO a 2 to highlight positive aspects of the 
response.  

• Stay focused on the information provided by the applicant. You are not judging an 
applicant’s writing ability or style, although spelling and grammatical errors may be an 
indication of inadequate effort in preparing the application. The applicant has been 
instructed to proofread and use proper technical/anatomical language.  

• You may stop and save the form at any time during the review process. Formstack will 
provide you with a link that you can use to return to the form and continue the 
evaluation.  It is recommended to save your scores and comments in an offline version 
when possible. If your internet connection is lost, your work will not be saved. 

• An applicant is allowed to attach supporting materials (Ex. publications, documents, 
handouts, etc.) to the application. The supporting material should complement the 
written application, but the core responses to the SPOs should be found directly within 
the application and it is not your responsibility to locate the information specific to an 
SPO in the attachments. 

• If the BT-C decision is ‘Not qualified’ or ‘Inconclusive’, your comments will be crucial to 
providing the applicant with information on how the application can be improved to meet 
the defined Practice Domain Standards. Avoid negative or personal feedback comments 
that are not constructive to the applicant. Instead try to provide comments that help them 
map a way to a successful future re-submission.  
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• A Portfolio Application is comprised of four EFs and although scored individually to 
determine if the SPO criteria are met, the application should also be reviewed 
holistically. That is, the reviewer should consider all of the EFs as a whole to determine if 
the applicant is qualified with advanced and specialized burn rehabilitation knowledge, 
skills and experience. Thus, prior to making your final recommendation, review all EFs 
and make a global determination based on all evidence provided rather than on any one 
EF.  

 
Certification Reviewer Workflow 

 
A workflow for the Reviewer can be found in Appendix 5. 

 
Technical Support 

 
If you experience difficulty with completing the review process, please contact the ABA central 
office by email at certification@ameriburn.org. 
 

Appendices to Reviewer Handbook 
 

1. Appendix 1 – Reviewer Attestation Statement 
2. Appendix 2– Reviewer PowerPoint Training Deck 
3. Appendix 3- Reviewer Agreement 
4. Appendix 4 – Practice Domain Standards, associated SPOs, SPO grid and 

evaluation criteria 
5. Appendix 5– Reviewer Work Flow  
6. Appendix 6 – Helpful Hints for an Inconclusive Decision 
 



 
BURN THERAPIST CERTIFIED (BT-C)  

ATTESTATION OF COMPLETED REVIEWER TRAINING 
REQUIREMENTS 

 
 

 
By my signature below I attest that I have reviewed and understand the Reviewer 
Training content entitled: 

 
 I have read and understand the Reviewer Handbook 

   I have reviewed the PowerPoint Training Deck presentation and taken 
 the quiz 

   I have reviewed the Practice Domain Standards and associated 
 Specialty Practice Objectives (SPOs) 

   I have reviewed the BT-C Evidence Forms 
   I have completed mock reviews□ 
   I have completed 1-2 shadow reviews with mentorship from 

 an experienced reviewer 
   I have signed the Reviewer Agreement 

 
 

Dates of Training:    
 
 
Name of Trainee:    

 
 
Name of Mentor from PCC:    

 
 
 
Signature:   

Electronic (typed) signature is acceptable 
 
 
 
Please complete and email this form and return in an email to 
certification@ameriburn.org at the ABA with the subject line “Reviewer Training 
Attestation.” 

mailto:certification@ameriburn.org


Burn Therapist - Certified 
(BT-C) Reviewer Training

Professional Certification Committee



Mission

The mission of the Burn Therapist Certified 
(BT-C) program is to promote and recognize 

occupational and physical therapists who 
have specialized knowledge, skill and 

experience in burn rehabilitation.



General Information for Reviewers

BT-C portfolio reviewers are selected by the 
Professional Certification Committee (PCC) from 
high level applicant candidates who successfully 
achieved BT-C credentialing.  
A reviewer must meet the following criteria:

Have a current BT-C certification. 
Have demonstrated achieving initial BT-C status with an 

exceptional Portfolio Presentation.
Have completed BT-C Reviewer Training.
Submitted a signed Reviewer Attestation and Reviewer 

Agreement.



Summary of Review Process 



Privacy and Conflict of Interest

• All application reviews will remain confidential.

• The applicant, ABA central office and PCC committee chairs 
will make every effort to make the portfolio application 
anonymous.

• If reviewers believe they are unable to objectively and fairly 
review an application for any reason, they must recuse 
themselves from that portfolio review. Example reasons for 
recusal are:

• Supervisor or colleague of applicant working within your institution 
or organization.

• Professor or academic relationship with applicant.
• You feel that you cannot provide an unbiased review.





Preparing to become an BT-C 
Reviewer

1)  Become familiar with the Reviewer Handbook.

2) Review this Training PowerPoint Deck and complete the quiz at the 
end.

3) Complete mock reviews.
• A mock review is the review of an application designed for training 

only.

4) Complete shadow review(s) with mentorship from an experienced 
reviewer.

• A shadow review is completing a live Portfolio Application review 
along with other reviewers and receiving mentor feedback (review 
does not count toward applicant decision).



Preparing to become an BT-C 
Reviewer

In addition, all reviewers must:
• Sign and return the Reviewer Agreement.

• Sign and return the Reviewer Attestation Statement.

• Set up Reviewer profile with ABA.
• You will receive a unique reviewer number.  This reviewer number needs 

to be used when completing the review forms in lieu of a name to allow 
the feedback to be provided anonymously.



Invitation to Review a Portfolio 
Application

• Once you have completed your Reviewer Training, you 
will be sent an email inviting you to review an actual 
Portfolio Application when needed. Please respond to the 
email with confirmation that you are able to perform the 
review within a 3 week time frame.  

• Portfolio reviews conducted may be counted as 
Professional Development Activities (PDAs) for the 
reviewer.

• Initial full BT-C portfolio application = 10 PDA credits 
• BT-C recertification application = 5 PDA credits 



Instructions for Reviewing a 
Portfolio Application

After you accept an invitation to review a new BT-C Portfolio 
Application submission, you will be sent the following information: 
1. Four Evidence Forms (EF) (in pdf format) that comprise the 

Portfolio Application and embedded links to supporting 
information. 
• Note the numbering titles of the EFs and use the same numbering on 

your reviewer evaluation form.

2. A Formstack link to the Reviewer Evaluation Form.

3. Link to Reviewer Handbook.
• Reference the chosen SPOs, SPO guide for Applicant and Reviewer 

Criteria.



Instructions for Reviewing a 
Portfolio Application

Step 1 – Read the Portfolio Application

• You may print the Portfolio Application or choose to review it in 
electronic pdf format. 

• You should be able to access the supporting documents 
provided by the applicant from the links in the pdfs.

• You may go back and forth to the SPO grid (Reviewer 
Handbook Appendix 4) to check the evaluation criteria as you 
read the applicant responses.



Instructions for Reviewing a 
Portfolio Application

Step 2 – Familiarize yourself with the chosen Practice 
Domain Standard and associated SPOs

• Review the Practice Domain Standard and associated SPO 
grid for the domains that were selected by the applicant. 

• The SPO grid provides the reviewer evaluation criteria that you 
will be using to determine if the information provided by the 
applicant meets the standard and the specific objectives. The 
criteria lists specific components to look for in a response to 
determine if the SPO is met.  



Instructions for Reviewing a 
Portfolio Application
Step 3 – Evaluate and score the BT-C Portfolio Application 
• Using the Reviewer Evaluation Form online, select a score for 

each SPO. The options for scoring of each SPO are:
• 0 - Applicant does NOT address the criteria in the information presented.
• 1 - Applicant PARTIALLY addresses the criteria in the information 

presented.
• 2 - Applicant SUFFICIENLTY addresses the criteria in the information 

presented.

• If you have scored the response a ‘0’ or ‘1’, please provide the 
applicant with feedback guiding them on what could be 
improved in the response.  For a score of ‘2’ comments are not 
required.

. 



Instructions for Reviewing a 
Portfolio Application
Step 3 – Evaluate and score the BT-C Portfolio Application 
• Score each SPO based on the information included in the 

response.  The applicant has been instructed to respond in the 
appropriate area for each response but sometimes information 
will be found in other areas of the application. 

• Uploaded documents should be used to support the application 
only and the reviewer is not expected to find specific responses 
to the SPOs in the attachments.

. 



Instructions for Reviewing a 
Portfolio Application
Step 3 – Evaluate and score the BT-C Portfolio Application 
• At the end of each EF, you will be able to provide general 

comments about the strengths, weakness or areas that need 
further clarification/description in the application. Please write 
them in a manner that is helpful and informative to the 
applicant. If the applicant decision is “No” or “Inconclusive,” the 
applicant will receive a copy of these comments. 



Instructions for Reviewing a 
Portfolio Application

Step 4 – Provide overall recommendation for BT-C
• After reviewing all four EFs, you will be asked to make an 

overall recommendation regarding qualification for BT-C status.

• It is helpful to review the numeric score provided from a sum of 
all of the SPOs. Review this score and ensure that it reflects 
your overall impression of the application. 

• Typically, applications that score below a 60% do not qualify for 
BT-C or require resubmission with additional information to 
qualify and scores above 90% are typically deemed “Qualified.” 



Instructions for Reviewing a 
Portfolio Application

Step 4 – Provide overall recommendation for BT-C

The options for BT-C recommendation are:

• “Qualified” – Applicant meets certification criteria

• “Inconclusive” – Applicant must resubmit application with 
additional information for consideration of certification status

• “Not qualified” – Applicant does NOT meet criteria for 
certification status



Instructions for Reviewing a 
Portfolio Application

Step 5 – Submit Recommendation
• After you have completed all parts of the Reviewer Evaluation 

Form, submit the form to ABA.  

• If at any time you need to leave the Reviewer Evaluation Form, 
it is important that you save your work online. Formstack will 
provide you with a link to re-access your Reviewer Evaluation 
Form and continue. You cannot retrieve your work without 
this link.

• It is recommended to save your scores and comments in an offline 
version when possible. If your internet connection is lost, your work will 
not be saved.



Instructions for Reviewing a 
Resubmission

Step 6 – Review a resubmission for an “Inconclusive 
Decision”
• In some cases, the portfolio decision will be “Inconclusive” and 

the applicant will be asked to re-submit their application with 
additional information to be considered for BT-C status.  

• If an application holistically reflects a burn therapist with strong 
clinical knowledge and skills and there are areas of the 
application that do not meet criteria, the applicant will be 
provided with the opportunity to clarify/elaborate specific 
aspects of the portfolio.  



Instructions for Reviewing a 
Resubmission

Step 6 – Review a resubmission for an “Inconclusive 
Decision”

• If you served as the original reviewer, you will be asked to 
provide additional review(s) of the re-submission(s).

• The applicant may re-submit up to two times after the initial 
submission.  

• The scoring and recommendation will be done in the same 
manner as the original review.



General Guidelines for Reviewer

• Complete the review providing as detailed, honest and 
constructive of comments as possible.

• Applications should be reviewed holistically. This means that 
prior to making your final recommendation, consider all EFs 
and make a global determination based on the entire Portfolio 
rather than on any specific SPO. 

• Feedback comments should be objective and constructive, 
highlighting both positive aspects of the application as well as 
opportunities for clarification of the information provided if 
needed.



General Guidelines for Reviewer

• When reviewing an application, look for depth and detail in the 
applicants response to each SPO. The individual SPOs will be 
scored as to whether or not that objective is met but you will 
also be establishing a sense of the applicant’s expertise as you 
review the application as a whole.

• The application should be a combination of the “science” with 
the applicants demonstrating their base knowledge and 
understanding of burn rehabilitation and “art” with the 
applicants demonstrating their personally unique skill and 
experience.



General Guidelines for Reviewer 

• Stay focused on the information provided by the applicant.  You 
are not judging an applicant’s writing ability or style, although 
excessive spelling and grammatical errors may be an indication 
of inadequate effort in preparing the application. 

• The supporting material an applicant provides should 
complement the written application, but the core responses to 
the SPOs should be found directly within the application and it 
is not your responsibility to locate the information specific to an 
SPO in the attachments.



Process Support

If you experience difficulty with completing the review process, 
please contact the ABA central office by email at: 

certification@ameriburn.org

mailto:certification@ameriburn.org


Review Questions



Review Questions

1. What are the responsibilities of a BT-C Reviewer?

a. Complete all aspects of Reviewer Training.
b. Provide confidential and no-bias reviews of Portfolio 

Applications in a timely manner.
c. Review BT-C Portfolio Applications upon accepting 

invitation from the ABA.
d. All of the above.



Answer

1. What are the responsibilities of a BT-C Reviewer?

a. Complete all aspects of Reviewer Training.
b. Provide confidential and no-bias reviews of Portfolio 

Applications in a timely manner.
c. Review BT-C Portfolio Applications upon accepting 

invitation from the ABA.
d. All of the above.



Review Question

2. You are sent the Portfolio Application of a close 
colleague, and believe that you cannot provide a non-bias 
and objective review, you should:

a. Recuse yourself from reviewing the Portfolio 
Application.

b. Review the application as objectively as you are able.
c. Review the application extra critically, as this will 

balance out the personal relationship.



Answer

2. You are sent the Portfolio Application of a close 
colleague, and believe that you cannot provide a non-bias 
and objective review, you should:

a. Recuse yourself from reviewing the Portfolio 
Application.

b. Review the application as objectively as you are able.
c. Review the application extra critically, as this will 

balance out the personal relationship.



BURN THERAPIST CERTIFIED (BT-C)  
REVIEWER AGREEMENT 

 

 
Updated 4-5-2018                                                                                      Page 1 of 1 
 

 
I agree that my ongoing participation as a reviewer for burn certified-therapist portfolios is contingent in part 
upon the following: 

 
1. My actions as a reviewer consistently reflect my sense of responsibility to American Burn 

Association (ABA), due diligence to the integrity of the certification review process, and 
consideration of the privacy and rights of the individual applicants whose information has been 
entrusted to me.  
 

2. I do not take advantage of, or exploit, the information that is available to me as a reviewer to 
further my own personal, professional, or financial interests.  

 
3. Any potential conflict of interest that may arise as a result of my knowledge and/or relationship 

with an applicant will be disclosed by me, and I will recuse myself from the review of that 
application and related discussions and decisions if requested.  

 
4. All applications that are sent for my review or action will be disposed of appropriately. 

 
5. As a reviewer of BT-C Portfolio Applications, I recognize that confidential information about 

certification applicants will be made available to me. No information, including the names of 
applicants, will be released or discussed for any reason to other individuals or entities that have 
not been identified by ABA staff as part of the review process.  

 
6. Electronic files that make up any part of a certification application, e-mails, or other 

documentation with identifying applicant information will be deleted from my computer when my 
review of the application is complete.  

 
I understand that failure to meet the above criteria may result in the discontinuation of my role as a  
BT-C Reviewer.  

 
 
 
 
SIGNATURE  
 
 
 
DATE   
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Practice Domain - Burn Rehabilitation Evaluation, Treatment and Discharge Planning* 

 
*A presentation of a case using this standard and SPOs is required for every Portfolio Application. 
 
Standard - Candidate will demonstrate advanced proficiency in burn rehabilitation evaluation, treatment and discharge planning including 
multiple relevant domains of rehabilitation practice in combination. A high-level understanding of utilization of data from the examination 
and re-examinations throughout recovery to outline a problem list, prioritize and implement treatment methods and develop a follow-up 
care plan must be detailed. 
 
 

Specialty Practice Objectives 
(SPO): 

SPO Guide: It is recommended that the applicant 
provide the following information in the responses. 

Evaluation Criteria: The reviewer will use the 
following criteria to evaluate the Portfolio 
Application. 

1) Describe components of a 
comprehensive burn rehabilitation 
evaluation and the results obtained 
from the methods and tools used. 

• Assessment tools/methods used 
• Rationale for standardized or non- 

standardized methods and tools 
selected 

• Findings from assessments 
• Evaluation and consideration of co- 

morbidities 
• Factors that influence timing of 

evaluation 

• Tool(s) selected should match patient 
demographics and situational 
presentation. Adequately justifies tool 
selection. 

• Findings are provided; details 
substantiate that tests were applied 
correctly. 

• Description of comorbidities was 
provided. Provides logical, relevant, and 
applicable factors appropriate for practice 

   2) Analyze the results of the burn 
rehabilitation evaluation. 

• Implications of assessment findings on 
treatment plan 

• Comparison to expected normal or 
baseline values 

• Assessment findings are clearly linked to 
treatment plan. 

• Provides objective or qualified commentary 
on degree of departure from normal when 
present and significance of these findings. 
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3) Design and implement an 
individualized rehabilitation 
treatment plan based on 
evaluation and anticipated 
outcome. 

• Treatment plan is based on evaluation 
findings, analysis, injury 
characteristics, patient specific 
characteristics and time post-burn. 

• Components of treatment and how 
they were applied 

• Timing and progression of treatment 
• Integration of treatments with 

other rehabilitation interventions 

• Treatment plan matches issues revealed in 
assessment and follows logic of analysis 
presented. Plan discusses which 
interventions will be prioritized. 

• Elements of treatment plan based on 
evaluation and analysis of evaluation, as 
well as unique patient presentation and 
characteristics. Standard and proven 
techniques should be discussed and 
related to particular scenario. 

• Dosage and timing of treatment is 
supported by evidence or practice 
standards; other impacting factors 
specific to case scenario are included 
or addressed in plan. 

• Treatment is provided in efficient 
manner. Care is coordinated if 
relevant and available. 

4) Defend the treatment 
selection(s) based on 
evidence, patient input, clinical 
experience and/or existing 
resources. 

• Rationale for treatment plan should be 
consistent with evaluation findings 

• Resources that support the treatment 
selection (e.g. current scientific and 
literature based evidence, patient 
feedback, accepted clinical standards, 
etc.) 

• Clinical experiences that have 
contributed to decisions and 
treatments 

• Citation of specific and appropriate 
research articles, or burn standard of 
practice with reference. Can also use 
standardized tests of patient to justify. Must 
be relevant to scenario and include 
justification based on objective data or 
feedback. 
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5) Discuss the contraindications 
and precautions that must be 
considered with safe and 
effective implementation of 
these treatment approaches. 

• Contraindications and precautions 
for treatment 

• Potential harm of contraindicated 
treatments 

• Safe patient care concerns 

• Contraindications and precautions 
are relevant to scenario and 
evidence or reference cited. Large 
majority or all of contraindications 
are addressed. 

• Consequences and risks of 
contraindicated treatments are 

     6) Propose treatment program 
modifications that may be 
required to enhance adherence, 
avoid complications, and 
optimize outcomes. 

• Alternative treatment approaches 
that are consistent with evaluation 
but respond to barriers or need for 
change/progression of treatment 

• Consideration of comorbidities and 
complications 
Reason(s) why alternate treatment 
approaches may be necessary 

• Ongoing assessment and 
consideration of patient response to 
treatment 

• Justification for alternative treatment 
approach is consistent with evaluation 
and overcomes stated barriers. 

• Rationale provided. 
• Response to treatment 

modification is described. 

7) Predict the expected outcome 
of the burn rehabilitation 
treatment plan. 

• Predicted outcome based on findings 
of evaluation and re-evaluation, burn 
injury characteristics, individual 
characteristics of the burn survivor, 
and/or clinical experience of the 
practitioner 

• Accurately described predicted 
outcome that is consistent with 
evaluation data and scenario. 
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8) Implement a patient/ family 
education plan that will optimize 
your treatment approach and 
goals. 

• Aligns with assessment results, 
hypotheses, outcome goals and 
rehabilitation treatment plan 

• Consideration of patient/ family goals 
and capabilities, resources, 
environmental factors, cultural 
beliefs, and social/ psychological 
factors 

• Methods of education/ instruction 
• Phase of recovery 
• Barriers to adherence with plan and 

follow up 
• Impact of adherence on outcome 

• Education plan is consistent with 
previously described scenario details. 

• Scenario specific considerations 
are described. 

• Education plan is adequately 
described. Education plan is 
appropriate for phase of recovery. 

• Barriers to adherence are 
addressed in education plan. 

9) Discuss elements of 
teamwork and communication 
that facilitated optimal 
management and outcome. 

• Multidisciplinary burn team member 
involvement in and understanding of 
the patient’s plan of care and goals 

• Methods to facilitate communication 
and collaboration between team 
members regarding optimal 
rehabilitation 

• Impact of team approach 

• Sufficiently describes other 
members of burn team. 

• Adequately describes methods 
used. Thoroughly portrays impact 
of team approach on case 
outcome. 

10) Describe and defended 
outcome measures selected for 
re-evaluation. 

• Description of standard and objective 
tests used 

• Assessments target various levels of 
problem 

• Rationale for selected examinations 
used 

• Thoroughly describes tool(s) selected 
and how they correspond to the initial 
evaluation. 

• Sufficiently describes professional 
reasoning that justifies tool(s) 
selected. 
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11) Devise a comprehensive 
patient discharge plan; 
including transition of care and 
follow-up. 

• Goals/ expectations for discharge 
from hospital, rehabilitation care and 
outpatient therapy 

• Management of transition of care 
• Plan for follow up 

• Thoroughly describes discharge plan. 
Adequately justifies need for future 
care. Sufficiently outlines components 
required for transition of care and 
follow up plan when appropriate. 
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Practice Domain - Cardiovascular Endurance and Muscle Strength 

 
Standard - Candidate will demonstrate advanced proficiency in the evaluation, administration and adaptation of therapeutic interventions 
to improve the cardiovascular endurance and muscular strength of the burn patient at the various stages of recovery.  Understanding of 
the cardiovascular and endurance changes associated with burn injury and sequelae, ability to analyze assessment findings and defend 
treatment decisions must be detailed. 
 

Specialty Practice 
Objectives (SPO): 

SPO Guide: It is recommended that the 
applicant provide the following 
information in the responses. 

Evaluation Criteria: The reviewer will use the 
following criteria to evaluate the Portfolio 
Application. 

1) Describe how 
cardiovascular endurance 
and muscle strength were 
evaluated and the results 
obtained from the 
methods and tools used. 

• Assessment tools/methods 
used 

• Rationale for standardized or 
non-standardized methods and 
tools selected 

• Findings from assessments 
• Evaluation and consideration 

of co-morbidities 
• Factors that influence timing of 

evaluation 

• Tool selected should match patient 
demographics and situational 
presentation. Adequately justifies tool 
selection. 

• Findings are provided; details 
substantiate that tests were applied 
correctly. 

• Description of comorbidities was provided. 
Provides logical, relevant, and applicable 
factors appropriate for practice setting and 

 2) Analyze the results of 
the cardiovascular 
endurance and muscle 
strength evaluations. 

• Implications of assessment 
findings on treatment plan 

• Comparison to expected 
normal or baseline values 

• Assessment findings are clearly 
linked to treatment plan. 

• Provides objective or qualified 
commentary on degree of departure from 
normal when present and significance of 

  



BURN THERAPIST CERTIFIED (BT-C)  
DOMAIN STANDARD & SPECIALTY PRACTICE OBJECTIVES (SPO) 

 

 
BT-C SPO Grid. Updated 4-18-18                                                                                                                                                                                          Page 7 of 47                                                                                                                                                                                       

3) Design and implement 
an individualized 
rehabilitation treatment 
plan for cardiovascular 
endurance and muscle 
strength training based on 
evaluation and anticipated 
outcome. 

• Treatment plan is based on 
evaluation findings, analysis, 
injury characteristics, patient 
specific characteristics and 
time post-burn. 

• Components of treatment and 
how they were applied 
Timing and progression of 
treatment 

• Integration of treatments with 
other rehabilitation interventions 

• Elements of treatment plan based on 
evaluation and analysis of evaluation, as 
well as unique patient presentation and 
characteristics. 

• Standard and proven techniques 
should be discussed and related 
to particular scenario. Dosage and 
timing of treatment is supported by 
evidence or practice standards; 
other impacting factors specific to 
cardiovascular endurance and 
muscle strength training are 
included or addressed in plan. 

       
      

 

4) Defend the treatment 
selection(s) based on 
evidence, patient input, 
clinical experience and/or 
existing resources. 

• Rationale for treatment plan 
should be consistent with 
evaluation findings 

• Resources that support the 
treatment selection (e.g. 
current scientific and literature 
based evidence, patient 
feedback, accepted clinical 
standards, etc.) 

• Clinical experiences that have 
contributed to decisions and 
treatments 

• Citation of specific and appropriate 
research articles, or burn standard of 
practice with reference. Can also use 
standardized tests of patient to justify. 

• Must be relevant to scenario and 
include justification based on 
objective data or feedback. 

5) Discuss the 
contraindications and 
precautions that must be 
considered with safe and 
effective implementation 
of these treatment 
approaches. 

• Contraindications and 
precautions for treatment 

• Potential harm of 
contraindicated treatments 

• Safe patient care concerns 

• Contraindications and precautions are 
relevant to scenario and evidence or 
reference cited. 

• Large majority or all of 
contraindications are addressed. 

• Consequences and risks of 
contraindicated treatments are 
discussed and relate to case. 
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6) Propose treatment 
program modifications 
that may be required to 
enhance adherence, avoid 
complications, and 
optimize outcomes. 

• Alternative treatment 
approaches that are consistent 
with evaluation but respond to 
barriers or need for 
change/progression of 
treatment 

• Consideration of comorbidities 
and complications 

• Reason(s) why alternate 
treatment approaches may be 
necessary 

• Ongoing assessment and 
consideration of patient 
response to treatment 

• Justification for alternative treatment 
approach is consistent with evaluation and 
overcomes stated barriers. 

• Rationale provided. 
• Response to treatment 

modification is described. 

7) Predict the expected 
outcome of the 
cardiovascular endurance 
and muscle strengthening 
treatment plan. 

• Predicted outcome based on 
findings of evaluation and re- 
evaluation, burn injury 
characteristics, individual 
characteristics of the burn 
survivor, and/or clinical 
experience of the practitioner 

• Accurately described predicted outcome 
that is consistent with evaluation data 
and scenario. 
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8) Implement a patient/ 
family education plan that 
will optimize your 
treatment approach and 
goals. 

• Aligns with assessment 
results, hypotheses, outcome 
goals and rehabilitation 
treatment plan 

• Consideration of patient/ family 
goals and capabilities, 
resources, environmental 
factors, cultural beliefs, and 
social/ psychological factors 

• Methods of education/ 
instruction 

• Phase of recovery 
• Barriers to adherence with 

plan and follow up 

• Education plan is consistent with 
previously described scenario 
details. 

• Scenario specific considerations are 
described. Education plan is adequately 
described. 

• Education plan is appropriate for 
phase of recovery. 

• Barriers to adherence are 
addressed in education plan. 

9) Discuss elements of 
teamwork and 
communication that 
facilitated optimal 
cardiovascular endurance 
and muscle strength 
outcome. 

• Multidisciplinary burn team 
member involvement in and 
understanding of the patient’s 
plan of care and goals 

• Methods to facilitate 
communication and 
collaboration between team 
members regarding optimal 
rehabilitation 

• Impact of team approach 

• Sufficiently describes other members 
of burn teams. 

• Adequately describes methods used. 
Thoroughly portrays impact of team 
approach on case outcome. 

10) Discuss the clinical 
and functional differences 
between cardiovascular 
endurance and muscular 
strengthening and the 
relative importance of 
each to the information 
you have presented. 

Differentiates between strength 
and endurance and their unique 
impact on movement and 
function 

• Relative significance and 
influence of each on the 
material presented 
considering evaluation 
findings and situational 
limitations 

• Sufficiently describes differences 
between strength and endurance 

• Adequately identifies impact of each on 
movement and dysfunction 

• Significance of each must be relevant to 
scenario and include justification based on 
objective data or feedback. 
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Practice Domain - Functional Mobility and Gait 

 
Standard - Candidate will demonstrate advanced proficiency with functional mobility and gait assessment and training and a high-level 
understanding of how burn injury and sequelae impact implementation and expected outcome at the various stages of recovery.  Ability to 
analyze functional mobility and gait assessment findings and defend treatment decisions must be detailed. 
 
 

Specialty Practice 
Objectives (SPO): 

SPO Guide: It is recommended that the 
applicant provide the following information 
in the responses. 

Evaluation Criteria: The reviewer will use the 
following criteria to evaluate the Portfolio 
Application. 

1) Describe how functional 
mobility and gait were 
evaluated and the results 
obtained from the methods 
and tools used. 

• Assessment tools/methods used 
• Rationale for standardized or non- 

standardized methods and tools 
selected 

• Findings from assessments 
• Evaluation and consideration of 

co-morbidities 
• Factors that influence timing of 

evaluation 

• Tool(s) selected should match patient 
demographics and situational 
presentation. Adequately justifies tool 
selection. 

• Findings are provided; details substantiate 
that tests were applied correctly. 

• Description of comorbidities was 
provided. Provides logical, relevant, and 
applicable factors appropriate for 
practice setting and scenario. 

2) Analyze the results of the 
functional mobility and gait 
evaluations. 

• Implications of assessment 
findings on treatment plan 

• Comparison to expected normal or 
baseline values 

• Assessment findings are clearly linked 
to treatment plan. 

• Provides objective or qualified commentary 
on degree of departure from normal when 
present and significance of these findings. 
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3) Design and implement an 
individualized rehabilitation 
treatment plan for functional 
mobility and gait training 
based on evaluation and 
anticipated outcome. 

• Treatment plan is based on 
evaluation findings, analysis, 
injury characteristics, patient 
specific characteristics and time 
post-burn. 

• Components of treatment and how 
they were applied 

• Timing and progression of 
treatment 

• Integration of treatments with 
other rehabilitation interventions 

• Treatment plan matches issues revealed 
in assessment and follows logic of 
analysis presented. 

• Plan discusses specific functional 
mobility and gait training strategies. 

• Elements of treatment plan based on 
evaluation and analysis of evaluation, as 
well as unique patient presentation and 
characteristics. 

• Standard and proven techniques should 
be discussed and related to particular 
scenario. 

• Dosage and timing of treatment is 
supported by evidence or practice 
standards; other impacting factors 
specific to wound management are 
included or addressed in plan. 

• Treatment is provided in efficient manner. 
Care is coordinated if relevant and 
available. 

4) Defend the treatment 
selection(s) based on 
evidence, patient input, 
clinical experience and/or 
existing resources. 

• Rationale for treatment plan 
should be consistent with 
evaluation findings 

• Resources that support the 
treatment selection (e.g. current 
scientific and literature based 
evidence, patient feedback, 
accepted clinical standards, etc.) 

• Clinical experiences that have 
contributed to decisions and 
treatments 

• Citation of specific and appropriate research 
articles, or burn standard of practice with 
reference. Can also use standardized tests 
of patient to justify. 

• Must be relevant to scenario and 
include justification based on objective 
data or feedback. 
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5) Discuss the 
contraindications and 
precautions that must be 
considered with safe and 
effective implementation of 
these treatment approaches. 

• Contraindications and 
precautions for treatment 

• Potential harm of contraindicated 
treatments 

• Safe patient care concerns 

• Contraindications and precautions are 
relevant to scenario and evidence or 
reference cited. 

• Large majority or all of contraindications 
are addressed. 

• Consequences and risks of contraindicated 
treatments are discussed and relate to 

 6) Propose treatment 
program modifications that 
may be required to enhance 
adherence, avoid 
complications, and optimize 
outcomes. 

• Alternative treatment approaches 
that are consistent with evaluation 
but respond to barriers or need for 
change/progression of treatment 
Consideration of comorbidities and 
complications 

• Reason(s) why alternate treatment 
approaches may be necessary 

• Ongoing assessment and 
consideration of patient response 
to treatment 

• Justification for alternative treatment 
approach is consistent with evaluation and 
overcomes stated barriers. 

• Rationale provided. 
• Response to treatment modification is 

described. 

7) Predict the expected 
outcome of the functional 
mobility and gait training 
treatment plan. 

• Predicted outcome based on 
findings of evaluation and re- 
evaluation, burn injury 
characteristics, individual 
characteristics of the burn 
survivor, and/or clinical experience 
of the practitioner 

• Accurately described predicted outcome 
that is consistent with evaluation data and 
scenario. 



BURN THERAPIST CERTIFIED (BT-C)  
DOMAIN STANDARD & SPECIALTY PRACTICE OBJECTIVES (SPO) 

 

 
BT-C SPO Grid. Updated 4-18-18                                                                                                                                                                                          Page 13 of 47                                                                                                                                                                                       

8) Implement a patient/ 
family education plan that 
will optimize your treatment 
approach and goals. 

• Aligns with assessment results, 
hypotheses, outcome goals and 
rehabilitation treatment plan 

• Consideration of patient/ family 
goals and capabilities, resources, 
environmental factors, cultural 
beliefs, and social/ psychological 
factors 

• Methods of education/ instruction 
• Phase of recovery 
• Barriers to adherence with plan 

and follow up 

• Education plan is consistent with 
previously described scenario details. 

• Scenario specific considerations 
are described. 

• Education plan is adequately described. 
Education plan is appropriate for phase 
of recovery. 

• Barriers to adherence are addressed 
in education plan. 

9) Discuss elements of 
teamwork and 
communication that 
facilitated optimal outcome. 

• Multidisciplinary burn team 
member involvement in and 
understanding of the patient’s plan 
of care and goals 

• Methods to facilitate 
communication and collaboration 
between team members regarding 
optimal rehabilitation 

• Impact of team approach 

• Sufficiently describes other members of 
burn team. 

• Adequately describes methods used. 
Thoroughly portrays impact of team 
approach on case outcome. 
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10) Defend selection and use 
of equipment to facilitate 
treatment plan and 
progression of functional 
mobility and gait. 

• Describe equipment selection(s) 
• Rationale for equipment 

selection(s) 
• Equipment selection appropriate 

for progression toward maximal 
independence 

• Plan and justification for 
discontinuation of equipment 

• Consideration of patient response, 
capabilities and age 

• Preparation of equipment and 
environment 

• Adequately describes equipment selected 
and progression. 

• Rationale for equipment selection, 
progression and eventual discontinuation is 
clearly presented. 

• Appropriately integrates assessment 
findings, patient-centered concerns, and 
environmental considerations. 
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Practice Domain - Orthotic Management 

 
Standard - Candidate will demonstrate advanced proficiency with evaluation and application of orthotic devices for the burn survivor 
including selection, design, construction and modification. A high-level understanding of anatomy, function and biomechanics of the body 
area(s) requiring an orthotic device must be detailed. 
 

Specialty Practice 
Objectives (SPO): 

SPO Guide: It is recommended that the 
applicant provide the following information 
in the responses. 

Evaluation Criteria: The reviewer will use the 
following criteria to evaluate the Portfolio 
Application. 

1) Describe how orthotic 
needs were evaluated and the 
results obtained from the 
methods and tools used. 

• Assessment tools/methods used 
• Rationale for standardized or non- 

standardized methods and tools 
selected 

• Findings from assessments 
• Evaluation and consideration of co- 

morbidities 
• Factors that influence timing of 

evaluation 

• Tool(s) selected should match 
patient demographics and situational 
presentation. Adequately justifies 
tool selection. 

• Findings are provided; details 
substantiate that tests were applied 
correctly. 

• Description of comorbidities was 
provided. Provides logical, relevant, 
and applicable factors appropriate 
for practice setting and scenario. 

2) Analyze the results of the 
evaluations to determine 
orthotic needs. 

• Implications of assessment 
findings on treatment plan 

• Comparison to expected normal or 
baseline values 

• Assessment findings are clearly 
linked to treatment plan. 

• Provides objective or qualified 
commentary on degree of departure from 
normal when present and significance of 
these findings. 
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3) Design and implement an 
individualized rehabilitation 
treatment plan for orthotic 
device use based on 
evaluation and anticipated 
outcome. 

• Treatment plan is based on 
evaluation findings, analysis, injury 
characteristics, patient specific 
characteristics and time post-burn. 

• Components of treatment and how 
they were applied 

• Timing and progression of 
treatment 

• Integration of treatments 
with other rehabilitation 
interventions 

• Treatment plan matches issues 
revealed in assessment and follows 
logic of analysis presented. 

• Plan discusses specific orthotic 
intervention strategies. 

• Elements of treatment plan based on 
evaluation and analysis of evaluation, as 
well as unique patient presentation and 
characteristics. 

• Standard and proven techniques should 
be discussed and related to particular 
scenario. Dosage and timing of treatment 
is supported by evidence or practice 
standards; other impacting factors 
specific to orthotic prescription are 
included or addressed in plan. 

• Treatment is provided in efficient 
manner. Care is coordinated if 
relevant and available. 

4) Defend the treatment 
selection(s) based on 
evidence, patient input, 
clinical experience and/or 
existing resources. 

• Rationale for treatment plan should 
be consistent with evaluation 
findings 

• Resources that support the 
treatment selection (e.g. current 
scientific and literature based 
evidence, patient feedback, 
accepted clinical standards, etc.) 

• Clinical experiences that have 
contributed to decisions and 
treatments 

• Citation of specific and appropriate 
research articles, or burn standard of 
practice with reference. Can also use 
standardized tests of patient to justify. 

• Must be relevant to scenario and 
include justification based on 
objective data or feedback. 
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5) Discuss the 
contraindications and 
precautions that must be 
considered with safe and 
effective implementation of 
these treatment approaches 
and potential negative 
sequelae resulting from 
improper application. 

• Contraindications and 
precautions for treatment 

• Potential harm of contraindicated 
treatments 

• Safe patient care concerns 
• Complications from improper 

design, donning or use of orthotic 
device 

• Impact on multiple body systems 

• Contraindications and precautions are 
relevant to scenario and evidence or 
reference cited. 

• Large majority or all of 
contraindications are addressed. 

• Consequences and risks of 
contraindicated treatments are 
discussed and relate to case. 
Sufficiently describes potential local 
and systemic complications. 

6) Propose treatment program 
modifications that may be 
required to enhance 
adherence, avoid 
complications, and optimize 
outcomes. 

• Alternative treatment approaches 
that are consistent with evaluation 
but respond to barriers or need for 
change/progression of treatment 

• Consideration of comorbidities and 
complications 

• Reason(s) why alternate treatment 
approaches may be necessary 

• Ongoing assessment and 
consideration of patient response 
to treatment 

• Justification for alternative treatment 
approach is consistent with evaluation 
and overcomes stated barriers. 

• Rationale provided. 
• Response to treatment modification is 

described. 

7) Predict the expected 
outcome of the orthotic device 
treatment plan. 

• Predicted outcome based on 
findings of evaluation and re- 
evaluation, burn injury 
characteristics, individual 
characteristics of the burn survivor, 
and/or clinical experience of the 
practitioner 

• Accurately described predicted outcome 
that is consistent with evaluation data 
and scenario. 
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8) Implement a patient/ family 
education plan that will 
optimize your treatment 
approach and goals. 

• Aligns with assessment results, 
hypotheses, outcome goals and 
rehabilitation treatment plan 

• Consideration of patient/ family 
goals and capabilities, resources, 
environmental factors, cultural 
beliefs, and social/ psychological 
factors 

• Methods of education/ instruction 
• Phase of recovery 
• Barriers to adherence with plan 

and follow up 

• Education plan is consistent with 
previously described scenario details. 

• Scenario specific considerations are 
described. Education plan is adequately 
described. 

• Education plan is appropriate for 
phase of recovery. 

• Barriers to adherence are 
addressed in education plan. 

9) Discuss elements of 
teamwork and communication 
that facilitated optimal 
management and outcome. 

• Multidisciplinary burn team member 
involvement in and understanding 
of the patient’s plan of care and 
goals 

• Methods to facilitate 
communication and collaboration 
between team members regarding 
optimal rehabilitation 

• Impact of team approach 

• Sufficiently describes other members of 
burn teams. 

• Adequately describes methods used. 
Thoroughly portrays impact of team 
approach on case outcome. 

10) Defend selection of 
materials and technique 

• Type of material used relates to the 
orthotic’s intended objective on 
patient outcome 

• Technique and materials are 
appropriate for the scenario 
described 

• Adequately justifies the 
materials and techniques used. 

• Integrates the patient considerations, 
objectives of the prescribed orthosis, 
and the attributes of the material 
selected into the rationale provided. 
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Practice Domain - Pain and Anxiety Management 

 
Standard - Candidate will demonstrate advanced proficiency with evaluation and treatment of pain, anxiety and related behaviors and 
symptoms during rehabilitation of the burn survivor. A high-level understanding of pain/ anxiety must be detailed and the ability to 
maximize therapy intervention while managing pain/anxiety must be demonstrated. 
 

Specialty Practice Objectives 
(SPO): 

SPO Guide: It is recommended that the 
applicant provide the following information 
in the responses. 

Evaluation Criteria: The reviewer will use the 
following criteria to evaluate the Portfolio 
Application. 

1) Describe how pain and anxiety 
were evaluated and the results 
obtained from the methods and 
tools used. 

• Assessment tools/methods used 
• Rationale for standardized or non- 

standardized methods and tools 
selected 

• Findings from assessments 
• Evaluation and consideration of co- 

morbidities 
• Factors that influence timing of 

evaluation 
• Pain v. anxiety behaviors 
• Impact of pain v. anxiety on therapy 

interventions, goals and outcome 

• Tool selected should match patient 
demographics and situational 
presentation. Adequately justifies tool 
selection. 

• Findings are provided; details 
substantiate that tests were applied 
correctly. 

• Description of comorbidities was 
provided. Provides logical, relevant, 
and applicable factors appropriate for 
practice setting and scenario. 

• Adequately describes observed 
behaviors and attempts to discriminate 
basis for these behaviors. 

• Provides interpretation of the impact 
that these behaviors are having on 
treatment interventions and outcomes. 

2) Analyze the results of the pain 
and anxiety evaluation. 

• Implications of assessment findings 
on treatment plan 

• Comparison to expected normal or 
baseline values 

• Assessment findings are clearly linked 
to treatment plan. 

• Provides objective or qualified 
commentary on degree of departure 
from normal when present and 
significance of these findings. 
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3) Design and implement an 
individualized rehabilitation 
treatment plan 
demonstrating strategies to 
reduce pain and anxiety 
symptoms and behaviors 
based on evaluation and 
anticipated outcome. 

• Treatment plan is based on evaluation 
findings, analysis, injury 
characteristics, patient specific 
characteristics and time post-burn. 

• Components of treatment and how 
they were applied 

• Timing and progression of treatment 
• Integration of treatments with other 

rehabilitation interventions 

• Treatment plan matches issues revealed in 
assessment and follows logic of analysis 
presented. 

• Plan discusses specific pain and 
anxiety management strategies. 

• Elements of treatment plan based on 
evaluation and analysis of evaluation, as 
well as unique patient presentation and 
characteristics. Standard and proven 
techniques should be discussed and 
related to particular scenario. 

• Dosage and timing of treatment is 
supported by evidence or practice 
standards; other impacting factors 
specific to pain and anxiety are included 
or addressed in plan. 

• Treatment is provided in efficient 
manner, minimizing patient to potentially 
traumatizing experiences and mitigating 
same. Care is coordinated if relevant 
and available. 

4) Defend the treatment 
selection(s) based on evidence, 
patient input, clinical experience 
and/or existing resources. 

• Rationale for treatment plan should be 
consistent with evaluation findings 

• Resources that support the treatment 
selection (e.g. current scientific and 
literature based evidence, patient 
feedback, accepted clinical standards, 
etc.) 

• Clinical experiences that have 
contributed to decisions and 
treatments 

• Citation of specific and appropriate 
research articles, or burn standard of 
practice with reference. Can also use 
standardized tests of patient to justify. 

• Must be relevant to scenario and 
include justification based on 
objective data or feedback. 
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5) Discuss the contraindications 
and precautions that must be 
considered with safe and 
effective implementation of these 
treatment approaches. 

• Contraindications and precautions 
for treatment 

• Potential harm of contraindicated 
treatments 

• Safe patient care concerns 

• Contraindications and precautions 
are relevant to scenario and 
evidence or reference cited. Large 
majority or all of contraindications 
are addressed. 

• Consequences and risks of 
contraindicated treatments are discussed 
and relate to case. 

6) Propose treatment program 
modifications that may be 
required to enhance adherence, 
avoid complications, and 
optimize outcomes. 

• Alternative treatment approaches that 
are consistent with evaluation but 
respond to barriers or need for 
change/progression of treatment 

• Consideration of comorbidities and 
complications 

• Reason(s) why alternate treatment 
approaches may be necessary 

• Ongoing assessment and 
consideration of patient response to 
treatment 

• Justification for alternative treatment 
approach is consistent with evaluation 
and overcomes stated barriers. 

• Rationale provided. 
• Response to treatment 

modification is described. 

7) Predict the expected outcome 
of the pain and anxiety 
interventions. 

• Predicted outcome based on findings 
of evaluation and re-evaluation, burn 
injury characteristics, individual 
characteristics of the burn survivor, 
and/or clinical experience of the 
practitioner 

• Accurately described predicted outcome 
that is consistent with evaluation data and 
scenario. 
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8) Implement a patient/ family 
education plan that will optimize 
your treatment approach and 
goals. 

• Aligns with assessment results, 
hypotheses, outcome goals and 
rehabilitation treatment plan 

• Consideration of patient/ family goals 
and capabilities, resources, 
environmental factors, cultural 
beliefs, and social/ psychological 
factors 

• Methods of education/ instruction 
• Phase of recovery 
• Barriers to adherence with plan and 

follow up 

• Education plan is consistent with 
previously described scenario details. 

• Scenario specific considerations 
are described. 

• Education plan is adequately 
described. Education plan is 
appropriate for phase of recovery. 

• Barriers to adherence are addressed 
in education plan. 

9) Discuss elements of teamwork 
and communication that 
facilitated optimal pain/anxiety 
management and outcome. 

• Multidisciplinary burn team member 
involvement in and understanding of 
the patient’s plan of care and goals 

• Methods to facilitate communication 
and collaboration between team 
members regarding optimal 
rehabilitation 

• Impact of team approach 

• Sufficiently describes other members of 
burn team. 

• Adequately describes methods used. 
• Thoroughly portrays impact of team 

approach on case outcome. 

10) Describe how positive and 
negative coping behaviors 
impacted the treatment program 
and how they were managed. 

• Description of positive and negative 
coping behaviors and management 
during therapy 

• Impact of coping on therapy program 
and goals 

• Adequately describes coping 
behaviors/strategies. 

• Provides analysis of impact of these 
coping strategies. 

• Describes approach taken to optimize 
coping strategies. 
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Practice Domain - Positioning 

 
Standard - Candidate will demonstrate advanced proficiency with evaluating positioning needs and implementing a positioning plan for 
the burn survivor.  Ability to analyze positioning needs and defend treatment decisions throughout the phases of burn recovery must be 
detailed. 
 

Specialty Practice Objectives 
(SPO): 

SPO Guide: It is recommended that the 
applicant provide the following information in 
the responses. 

Evaluation Criteria: The reviewer will use the 
following criteria to evaluate the Portfolio 
Application. 

1) Describe how positioning 
needs were evaluated and the 
results obtained from the 
methods and tools used. 

• Assessment tools/methods used 
• Rationale for standardized or non- 

standardized methods and tools 
selected 

• Findings from assessments 
• Evaluation and consideration of co- 

morbidities 
• Factors that influence timing of 

evaluation 

• Tool(s) selected should match patient 
demographics and situational 
presentation. Adequately justifies tool 
selection. 

• Findings are provided; details 
substantiate that tests were applied 
correctly. 

• Description of comorbidities was 
provided. Provides logical, relevant, 
and applicable factors appropriate for 
practice setting and scenario. 

2) Analyze the results of the 
evaluation for positioning 
needs. 

• Implications of assessment findings 
on treatment plan 

• Comparison to expected normal or 
baseline values 

• Assessment findings are clearly 
linked to treatment plan. 

• Provides objective or qualified 
commentary on degree of departure 
from normal when present and 
significance of these findings. 
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3) Design and implement an 
individualized rehabilitation 
treatment plan for positioning 
based on evaluation and 
anticipated outcome. 

• Treatment plan is based on 
evaluation findings, analysis, injury 
characteristics, patient specific 
characteristics and time post-burn. 

• Components of treatment and how 
they were applied 

• Timing and progression of treatment 
• Integration of treatments with other 

rehabilitation interventions 

• Treatment plan matches issues 
revealed in assessment and follows 
logic of analysis presented. 

• Plan discusses specific positioning 
strategies. Elements of treatment plan 
based on evaluation and analysis of 
evaluation, as well as unique patient 
presentation and characteristics. 

• Standard and proven techniques should 
be discussed and related to particular 
scenario. 

• Dosage and timing of treatment is 
supported by evidence or practice 
standards; other impacting factors 
specific to positioning are included or 
addressed in plan. 

• Treatment is provided in efficient 
manner. Care is coordinated if relevant 
and available. 

4) Defend the treatment 
selection(s) based on evidence, 
patient input, clinical experience 
and/or existing resources. 

• Rationale for treatment plan should 
be consistent with evaluation 
findings 

• Resources that support the 
treatment selection (e.g. current 
scientific and literature based 
evidence, patient feedback, 
accepted clinical standards, etc.) 

• Clinical experiences that have 
contributed to decisions and 
treatments 

• Citation of specific and appropriate 
research articles, or burn standard of 
practice with reference. Can also use 
standardized tests of patient to justify. 

• Must be relevant to scenario and 
include justification based on 
objective data or feedback. 
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5) Discuss the contraindications 
and precautions that must be 
considered with safe and 
effective implementation of 
these treatment approaches and 
potential negative sequelae 
resulting from improper 
positioning. 

• Contraindications and precautions 
for treatment 

• Potential harm of contraindicated 
treatments 

• Safe patient care concerns 
• Complications from improper 

positioning 
• Impact on multiple body systems 

• Contraindications and 
precautions are relevant to 
scenario and evidence or 
reference cited. Large majority or 
all of contraindications are 
addressed. 

• Consequences and risks of 
contraindicated treatments are 
discussed and relate to case. 
Sufficiently describes potential local 
and systemic complications. 

6) Propose treatment program 
modifications that may be 
required to enhance adherence, 
avoid complications, and 
optimize outcomes. 

• Alternative treatment approaches 
that are consistent with evaluation 
but respond to barriers or need for 
change/progression of treatment 

• Consideration of comorbidities and 
complications 

• Reason(s) why alternate treatment 
approaches may be necessary 

• Ongoing assessment and 
consideration of patient response to 
treatment 

• Justification for alternative treatment 
approach is consistent with 
evaluation and overcomes stated 
barriers. 

• Rationale provided. 
• Response to treatment 

modification is described. 

7) Predict the expected outcome 
of the positioning treatment 
plan. 

• Predicted outcome based on 
findings of evaluation and re- 
evaluation, burn injury 
characteristics, individual 
characteristics of the burn survivor, 
and/or clinical experience of the 
practitioner 

• Accurately described predicted 
outcome that is consistent with 
evaluation data and scenario. 
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8) Implement a patient/ family 
education plan that will optimize 
your treatment plans. 

• Aligns with assessment results, 
hypotheses, outcome goals and 
rehabilitation treatment plan 

• Consideration of patient/ family 
goals and capabilities, resources, 
environmental factors, cultural 
beliefs, and social/ psychological 
factors 

• Methods of education/ instruction 
• Phase of recovery 
• Barriers to adherence with plan and 

follow up 

• Education plan is consistent with 
previously described scenario details. 

• Scenario specific 
considerations are described. 

• Education plan is adequately 
described. Education plan is 
appropriate for phase of recovery. 

• Barriers to adherence are 
addressed in education plan. 

9) Discuss elements of 
teamwork and communication 
that facilitated optimal 
positioning and outcome. 

• Multidisciplinary burn team member 
involvement in and understanding of 
the patient’s plan of care and goals 

• Methods to facilitate communication 
and collaboration between team 
members regarding optimal 
rehabilitation 

• Impact of team approach 

• Sufficiently describes other members of 
burn team. 

• Adequately describes methods used. 
Thoroughly portrays impact of team 
approach on case outcome. 

10) Apply positioning methods/ 
devices in an appropriate and 
safe manner. 

• Description and rationale for devices 
or methods used or not used 

• Changes with patient location and 
activity level 

• Rationale for active v. passive 
positioning 

• Monitors and responds to safety 
concerns  

• Customization based on 
individual patient or resources 

• Adequately describes devices and 
methods selected and progression. 

• Rationale for device selection, 
progression and eventual 
discontinuation 

• Appropriately integrates assessment 
findings, patient considerations, and 
environmental considerations. 
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Practice Domain - Range of Motion 

 
Standard - Candidate will demonstrate advanced proficiency with range of motion evaluation and application of exercises with the burn 
survivor. A high-level understanding of how burn injury and sequelae influence range of motion and the impact on function and outcome 
at the various stages of recovery must be detailed. 
 

Specialty Practice 
Objectives (SPO): 

SPO Guide: It is recommended that the 
applicant provide the following information 
in the responses. 

Evaluation Criteria: The reviewer will use the 
following criteria to evaluate the Portfolio 
Application. 

1) Describe how range of 
motion was evaluated and 
the results obtained from 
the methods and tools 
used. 

• Assessment tools/methods used 
• Rationale for standardized or non- 

standardized methods and tools 
selected 

• Findings from assessments 
• Evaluation and consideration of co- 

morbidities 
• Factors that influence timing of 

evaluation 

• Tool(s) selected should match 
patient demographics and situational 
presentation. Adequately justifies 
tool selection. 

• Findings are provided; details 
substantiate that tests were applied 
correctly. 

• Description of comorbidities was 
provided. Provides logical, relevant, 
and applicable factors appropriate 
for practice setting and scenario. 

2) Analyze the results of 
the range of motion 
evaluation. 

• Implications of assessment 
findings on treatment plan 

• Comparison to expected normal or 
baseline values 

• Response of various tissues to 
range of motion 

• Assessment findings are clearly 
linked to treatment plan. 

• Provides objective or qualified 
commentary on degree of departure 
from normal when present and 
significance of these findings. 
Adequately describes how different 
tissue structures potentially affect 
range of motion limitations. 



BURN THERAPIST CERTIFIED (BT-C)  
DOMAIN STANDARD & SPECIALTY PRACTICE OBJECTIVES (SPO) 

 

 
BT-C SPO Grid. Updated 4-18-18                                                                                                                                                                                          Page 28 of 47                                                                                                                                                                                       

3) Design and implement 
an individualized 
rehabilitation treatment 
plan for range of motion 
exercises based on 
evaluation and anticipated 
outcome. 

• Treatment plan is based on 
evaluation findings, analysis, injury 
characteristics, patient specific 
characteristics and time post-burn. 

• Components of treatment and how 
they were applied 

• Timing and progression of 
treatment 

• Integration of treatments with 
other rehabilitation interventions 

• Treatment plan matches issues 
revealed in assessment and follows 
logic of analysis presented. 

• Plan discusses specific 
strategies to maintain or 
increase range of motion. 
Elements of treatment plan 
based on evaluation and 
analysis of evaluation, as well 
as unique patient presentation 
and characteristics. 

• Standard and proven 
techniques should be 
discussed and related to 
particular scenario. Dosage, 
timing of treatment, and 
technique are supported by 
evidence or practice 
standards; other impacting 
factors specific to maintaining 
or increasing range of motion 
are included or addressed in 
plan. 

• ROM is effectively tailored to 
all potentially impacted tissue 
types. 

• Treatment is provided in 
efficient, safe, and effective 
manner. 

• Care is coordinated if relevant 
and available. 



BURN THERAPIST CERTIFIED (BT-C)  
DOMAIN STANDARD & SPECIALTY PRACTICE OBJECTIVES (SPO) 

 

 
BT-C SPO Grid. Updated 4-18-18                                                                                                                                                                                          Page 29 of 47                                                                                                                                                                                       

4) Defend the treatment 
selection(s) based on 
evidence, patient input, 
clinical experience and/or 
existing resources. 

• Rationale for treatment plan should 
be consistent with evaluation 
findings 

• Resources that support the 
treatment selection (e.g. current 
scientific and literature based 
evidence, patient feedback, 
accepted clinical standards, etc.) 

• Clinical experiences that have 
contributed to decisions and 
treatments 

• Citation of specific and appropriate 
research articles, or burn standard of 
practice with reference. Can also use 
standardized tests of patient to justify. 

• Must be relevant to scenario and 
include justification based on 
objective data or feedback. 

5) Discuss the 
contraindications and 
precautions that must be 
considered with safe and 
effective implementation of 
these treatment 
approaches. 

• Contraindications and precautions 
for treatment 

• Potential harm of contraindicated 
treatments 

• Safe patient care concerns 

• Contraindications and 
precautions are relevant to 
scenario and evidence or 
reference cited. Large majority or 
all of contraindications are 
addressed. 

• Consequences and risks of 
contraindicated treatments are 
discussed and relate to case. 

6) Propose treatment 
program modifications that 
may be required to enhance 
adherence, avoid 
complications, and optimize 
outcomes. 

• Alternative treatment approaches that 
are consistent with evaluation but 
respond to barriers or need for 
change/progression of treatment 

• Consideration of comorbidities and 
complications 

• Reason(s) why alternate treatment 
approaches may be necessary 

• Ongoing assessment and 
consideration of patient response to 
treatment 

• Justification for alternative treatment 
approach is consistent with evaluation 
and overcomes stated barriers. 

• Rationale provided. 
• Response to treatment modification is 

described. 
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7) Predict the expected 
outcome of the range of 
motion treatment plan. 

• Predicted outcome based on 
findings of evaluation and re- 
evaluation, burn injury 
characteristics, individual 
characteristics of the burn survivor, 
and/or clinical experience of the 
practitioner 

• Accurately described predicted 
outcome that is consistent with 
evaluation data and scenario. 

8) Implement a patient/ 
family education plan that 
will optimize your 
treatment approach and 
goals. 

• Aligns with assessment results, 
hypotheses, outcome goals and 
rehabilitation treatment plan 

• Consideration of patient/ family 
goals and capabilities, resources, 
environmental factors, cultural 
beliefs, and social/ psychological 
factors 

• Methods of education/ instruction 
• Phase of recovery 
• Barriers to adherence with plan 

and follow up 

• Education plan is consistent with 
previously described scenario details. 

• Scenario specific 
considerations are described. 

• Education plan is adequately 
described. Education plan is 
appropriate for phase of recovery. 

• Barriers to adherence are 
addressed in education plan. 

9) Discuss elements of 
teamwork and 
communication that 
facilitated optimal scar 
management and 
outcome. 

• Multidisciplinary burn team member 
involvement in and understanding 
of the patient’s plan of care and 
goals 

• Methods to facilitate 
communication and collaboration 
between team members regarding 
optimal rehabilitation 

• Impact of team approach 

• Sufficiently describes other members of 
burn team. 

• Adequately describes methods 
used. Thoroughly portrays 
impact of team approach on 
case outcome. 
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10) Discuss biomechanical 
principle(s) associated with 
range of motion exercise. 

• Preconditioning tissue 
• Joint and body alignment 
• Understanding of how skin moves 

with ROM 

• Sufficiently describes the biomechanical 
principles that apply to the case scenario 
presented. 
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Practice Domain – Rehabilitation during Critical Care 

 
Standard - Candidate will demonstrate advanced proficiency with evaluation and treatment of rehabilitation needs of the burn survivor 
during the critical care phase of recovery after burn injury. A high-level ability to understand and respond to surgical and medical issues 
encountered while providing rehabilitation with the critically ill patient during therapy must be detailed. 
 

Specialty Practice 
Objectives (SPO): 

SPO Guide: It is recommended that the 
applicant provide the following information 
in the responses. 

Evaluation Criteria: The reviewer will use the 
following criteria to evaluate the Portfolio 
Application. 

1) Describe how rehabilitation 
needs during critical care 
were evaluated and the 
results obtained from the 
methods and tools used. 

• Assessment tools/methods used 
• Rationale for standardized or non- 

standardized methods and tools 
selected 

• Findings from assessments 
• Evaluation and consideration of co- 

morbidities 
• Factors that influence timing of 

evaluation 

• Tool(s) selected should match patient 
demographics and the critical care 
scenario Adequately justifies tool 
selection. 

• Findings are provided; details 
substantiate that tests were applied 
correctly. 

• Description of comorbidities was 
provided. Provides logical, relevant, 
and applicable factors appropriate for 
critical care setting and patient 
scenario. 

2) Analyze the results of the 
evaluation during the critical 
care stage of recovery. 

• Implications of assessment findings 
on treatment plan 

• Comparison to expected normal or 
baseline values 

• Assessment findings are clearly 
linked to treatment plan. 

• Provides objective or qualified 
commentary on degree of departure 
from normal when present and 
significance of these findings. 
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3) Design and implement an 
individualized rehabilitation 
treatment plan during the 
critical care stage of recovery 
based on evaluation and 
anticipated outcome. 

• Treatment plan is based on 
evaluation findings, analysis, injury 
characteristics, patient specific 
characteristics and time post-burn. 

• Components of treatment and how 
they were applied 

• Timing, dosage and progression of 
treatment 

• Integration of treatments with 
other rehabilitation interventions 

• Treatment plan matches issues 
revealed in assessment and follows 
logic of analysis presented. 

• Plan discusses strategies specific to 
critical care setting. 

• Elements of treatment plan based on 
evaluation and analysis of evaluation, 
as well as unique patient presentation 
and characteristics. 

• Standard and proven techniques 
should be discussed and related to 
critical care setting. Dosage and timing 
of treatment is supported by evidence 
or practice standards; other impacting 
factors specific to the critical care 
setting are included or addressed in 
plan. 

4) Defend the treatment 
selection(s) based on 
evidence, patient input, 
clinical experience and/or 
existing resources. 

• Rationale for treatment plan should 
be consistent with evaluation 
findings 

• Resources that support the treatment 
selection (e.g. current scientific and 
literature based evidence, patient 
feedback, accepted clinical 
standards, etc.) 

• Clinical experiences that have 
contributed to decisions and 
treatments 

• Citation of specific and appropriate 
research articles, or burn standard of 
practice with reference. Can also use 
standardized tests of patient to justify. 

• Must be relevant to patient scenario and 
critical care situation while including 
justification based on objective data or 
feedback. 
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5) Discuss the 
contraindications and 
precautions that must be 
considered with safe and 
effective implementation of 
these treatment approaches. 

• Contraindications and precautions 
for treatment 

• Potential harm of contraindicated 
treatments 

• Safe patient care concerns 

• Contraindications and precautions are 
relevant to critical care setting and 
evidence or reference cited. Large 
majority or all of contraindications are 
addressed. 

• Consequences and risks of 
contraindicated treatments are 
discussed and relate to case. 

6) Propose treatment 
program modifications that 
may be required to enhance 
adherence, avoid 
complications, and optimize 
outcomes. 

• Alternative treatment approaches 
that are consistent with evaluation 
but respond to barriers or need for 
change/progression of treatment 

• Consideration of comorbidities and 
complications 

• Reason(s) why alternate treatment 
approaches may be necessary 

• Ongoing assessment and 
consideration of patient response to 
treatment 

• Justification for alternative treatment 
approach is consistent with evaluation 
and overcomes stated barriers. 

• Rationale provided. 
• Response to treatment modification is 

described. 

7) Predict the expected 
outcome of the rehabilitation 
treatment plan during the 
critical care stage of 
recovery. 

• Predicted outcome based on findings 
of evaluation and re-evaluation, burn 
injury characteristics, individual 
characteristics of the burn survivor, 
and/or clinical experience of the 
practitioner 

• Accurately described predicted outcome 
that is consistent with evaluation data 
and critical care setting. 
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8) Implement a patient/ family 
education plan that will 
optimize your treatment 
approach and goals. 

• Aligns with assessment results, 
hypotheses, outcome goals and 
rehabilitation treatment plan 

• Consideration of patient/ family goals 
and capabilities, resources, 
environmental factors, cultural 
beliefs, and social/ psychological 
factors 

• Methods of education/ instruction 
• Phase of recovery 
• Barriers to adherence with plan and 

follow up 

• Education plan is consistent with 
previously described scenario details. 

• Critical care specific considerations are 
described. 

• Education plan is adequately described. 
Education plan is appropriate for critical 
care scenario. 

• Barriers to adherence are addressed in 
education plan. 

9) Discuss elements of 
teamwork and 
communication that 
facilitated optimal outcome. 

• Multidisciplinary burn team member 
involvement in and understanding of 
the patient’s plan of care and goals 

• Methods to facilitate communication 
and collaboration between team 
members regarding optimal 
rehabilitation 

• Impact of team approach 

• Sufficiently describes other members of 
burn team. 

• Adequately describes methods used. 
Thoroughly portrays impact of team 
approach on case outcome. 

10) Incorporate critical care 
support devices 
appropriately into plan of 
care. 

• Delivers care around devices or 
incorporating devices as indicated 

• Utilized information and output from 
critical care to monitor and adjust 
treatment if indicated 

• Able to maximize effective therapy 
prescription safely within limitations 
and challenges imposed by critical 
care monitoring and commonly 
encountered equipment. 

Thoroughly describes equipment and 
devices that are associated with scenario. 
Incorporates information from devices into 
treatment, and modifies appropriately if 
indicated. 
Sufficiently describes approaches taken to 
ensure patient safety while maximizing 
treatment efficiency (and efficacy) in critical 
care setting. 
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Practice Domain - Scar Management 

 
Standard - Candidate will demonstrate advanced proficiency in the evaluation and treatment of burn scars. A high-level understanding of 
burn scars, ability to analyze burn scar assessment findings and defend scar management treatment decisions must be detailed. 
 

Specialty Practice Objectives 
(SPO): 

SPO Guide: It is recommended that the 
applicant provide the following information in 
the responses. 

Evaluation Criteria: The reviewer will use the 
following criteria to evaluate the Portfolio 
Application. 

1) Describe how burn scars 
were evaluated and the results 
obtained from the methods and 
tools used. 

• Assessment tools/methods used 
• Rationale for standardized or non- 

standardized methods and tools 
selected 

• Findings from assessments 
• Evaluation and consideration of co- 

morbidities 
• Factors that influence timing of 

evaluation 

• Tool selected should match patient 
demographics and situational 
presentation. Adequately justifies tool 
selection. 

• Findings are provided; details 
substantiate that tests were applied 
correctly. 

• Description of comorbidities was 
provided. Provides logical, relevant, 
and applicable factors appropriate for 
practice setting and scenario. 

2) Analyze the results of the 
burn scar evaluation. 

• Implications of assessment findings 
on treatment plan 

• Comparison to expected normal or 
baseline values 

• Assessment findings are clearly 
linked to treatment plan. 

• Provides objective or qualified 
commentary on degree of departure 
from normal when present and 
significance of these findings. 
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3) Design and implement an 
individualized rehabilitation 
treatment plan for burn scar 
management based on 
evaluation and anticipated 
outcome. 

• Treatment plan is based on 
evaluation findings, analysis, injury 
characteristics, patient specific 
characteristics and time post-burn. 

• Components of treatment and how 
they were applied 

• Timing and progression of treatment 
• Integration of treatments with other 

rehabilitation interventions 

• Treatment plan matches issues 
revealed in assessment and follows 
logic of analysis presented. 

• Plan discusses specific scar 
management strategies. 

• Elements of treatment plan based on 
evaluation and analysis of evaluation, as 
well as unique patient presentation and  

• characteristics. 
• Standard and proven techniques should 

be discussed and related to particular 
scenario. Dosage and timing of treatment 
is supported by evidence or practice 
standards; other impacting factors 
specific to scar management are 
included or addressed in plan. 

• Treatment is provided in efficient 
manner. Care is coordinated if relevant 
and available. 

4) Defend the treatment 
selection(s) based on 
evidence, patient input, 
clinical experience and/or 
existing resources. 

• Rationale for treatment plan should 
be consistent with evaluation 
findings 

• Resources that support the 
treatment selection (e.g. current 
scientific and literature based 
evidence, patient feedback, 
accepted clinical standards, etc.) 

• Clinical experiences that have 
contributed to decisions and 
treatments 

• Citation of specific and appropriate 
research articles, or burn standard of 
practice with reference. Can also use 
standardized tests of patient to justify. 

• Must be relevant to scenario and 
include justification based on objective 
data or feedback. 
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5) Discuss the 
contraindications and 
precautions that must be 
considered with safe and 
effective implementation of 
these treatment 
approaches. 

• Contraindications and precautions 
for treatment 

• Potential harm of contraindicated 
treatments 

• Safe patient care concerns 

• Contraindications and precautions are 
relevant to scenario and evidence or 
reference cited. Large majority or all of 
contraindications are addressed. 

• Consequences and risks of 
contraindicated treatments are 
discussed and relate to case. 

6) Propose treatment 
program modifications that 
may be required to enhance 
adherence, avoid 
complications, and optimize 
outcomes. 

• Alternative treatment approaches 
that are consistent with evaluation 
but respond to barriers or need for 
change/progression of treatment 

• Consideration of comorbidities 
and complications 

• Reason(s) why alternate treatment 
approaches may be necessary 

• Ongoing assessment and 
consideration of patient response 
to treatment 

• Justification for alternative treatment 
approach is consistent with evaluation 
and overcomes stated barriers. 

• Rationale provided. 
• Response to treatment modification is 

described. 

7) Predict the expected 
outcome of the burn scar 
management plan, and 
defend decision for 
termination of prescribed 
treatment. 

• Predicted outcome based on 
findings of evaluation and re- 
evaluation, burn injury 
characteristics, individual 
characteristics of the burn survivor, 
and/or clinical experience of the 
practitioner 

• Justification for termination of 
prescribed treatment 

• Accurately described predicted 
outcome that is consistent with 
evaluation data and scenario. 

• Sufficiently describes and justifies 
rationale for terminating scar 
management. 
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8) Implement a patient/ 
family education plan that 
will optimize your treatment 
approach and goals. 

• Aligns with burn scar assessment 
results, hypotheses, outcome goals 
and rehabilitation treatment plan 

• Consideration of patient/ family 
goals and capabilities, resources, 
environmental factors, cultural 
beliefs, and social/ psychological 
factors 

• Methods of education/ instruction 
• Phase of recovery 
• Barriers to adherence with 

plan and follow up 

• Education plan is consistent with 
previously described scenario details. 

• Scenario specific considerations are 
described. 

• Education plan is adequately described. 
Education plan is appropriate for phase 
of recovery. 

• Barriers to adherence are addressed in 
education plan. 

9) Discuss elements of 
teamwork and 
communication that 
facilitated optimal scar 
management and outcome. 

• Multidisciplinary burn team member 
involvement in and understanding of 
the patient’s plan of care and goals 

• Methods to facilitate 
communication and collaboration 
between team members regarding 
optimal rehabilitation 

• Impact of team approach 

• Sufficiently describes other members of 
burn team. 

• Adequately describes methods used. 
Thoroughly portrays impact of team 
approach on case outcome. 

10) Hypothesize which 
factors associated with the 
patient’s premorbid status 
and/or burn injury history 
contributed to the burn scar 
evaluation results and plan 
for management. 

• Factors related to wound 
assessment 

• Premorbid considerations 
• Course of care considerations 

• Provides hypothesis, which synthesizes 
patient’s premorbid status and burn 
history with assessment findings. 

• Rationale for management plan is 
consistent with hypothesis. 
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Practice Domain - Wound Management 

 
Standard - Candidate will demonstrate advanced proficiency in the evaluation and treatment of burn wounds. The ability to analyze 
assessment findings and defend wound care treatment decisions demonstrating a high-level understanding of anatomy and wound 
healing must be detailed. 
 

Specialty Practice Objectives 
(SPO): 

SPO Guide: It is recommended that the 
applicant provide the following information in 
the responses. 

Evaluation Criteria: The reviewer will use the 
following criteria to evaluate the Portfolio 
Application. 

1) Describe how burn wounds 
were evaluated, results obtained 
from methods and tools used and 
the anatomy and function of skin. 

• Assessment tools/methods used 
• Rationale for standardized or non- 

standardized methods and tools 
selected 

• Findings from assessments 
• Evaluation and consideration of co- 

morbidities 
• Factors that influence timing of 

evaluation 
• Anatomy and structures of the skin 

impacted by burn injury 
• Function of skin and relevance to 

wound healing 

• Tool selected should match patient 
demographics and situational 
presentation. Adequately justifies tool 
selection. 

• Findings are provided; details substantiate 
that tests were applied correctly. 

• Description of comorbidities was 
provided. Provides logical, relevant, 
and applicable factors appropriate for 
practice setting and scenario. 

• Adequately describes skin anatomy, 
function, structures and pathophysiology 
related to wounds. 

2) Analyze the results of the burn 
wound evaluation. 

• Implications of assessment findings 
on treatment plan 

• Comparison to expected normal or 
baseline values 

• Assessment findings are clearly 
linked to treatment plan. 

• Provides objective or qualified commentary 
on degree of departure from normal when 
present and significance of these findings. 
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3) Design and implement an 
individualized rehabilitation 
treatment plan for wound care 
based on evaluation of health and 
wound status, assessment 
findings and anticipated 
outcomes. 

• Treatment plan is based on 
evaluation findings, analysis, injury 
characteristics, patient specific 
characteristics and time post-burn. 

• Components of treatment and how 
they were applied 

• Timing and progression of treatment 
• Integration of treatments with other 

rehabilitation interventions 
• Past medical history, pre-morbid and 

patient specific characteristics related 
to wound healing 

• Treatment plan matches issues 
revealed in assessment and follows 
logic of analysis presented. 

• Plan discusses specific wound 
management strategies. 

• Elements of treatment plan based on 
evaluation and analysis of evaluation, 
as well as unique patient presentation 
and characteristics. 

• Standard and proven techniques 
should be discussed and related to 
particular scenario. Dosage and timing 
of treatment is supported by evidence 
or practice standards; other impacting 
factors specific to wound management 
are included or addressed in plan. 

• Treatment is provided in efficient 
manner. Care is coordinated if relevant 
and available. Provides analysis that 
synthesizes patient’s medical history, 
premorbid state, and personal 
characteristics with assessment 
findings. 

• Adequately incorporates analysis into 
treatment plan. 
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4) Defend the treatment 
selection(s) based on evidence, 
patient input, clinical experience 
and/or existing resources. 

• Rationale for treatment plan should 
be consistent with evaluation 
findings 

• Resources that support the treatment 
selection (e.g. current scientific and 
literature based evidence, patient 
feedback, accepted clinical 
standards, etc.) 

• Clinical experiences that have 
contributed to decisions and 
treatments 

• Citation of specific and appropriate 
research articles, or burn standard of 
practice with reference. Can also use 
standardized tests of patient to justify. 

• Must be relevant to scenario and 
include justification based on objective 
data or feedback. 

5) Discuss the contraindications 
and precautions that must be 
considered with safe and effective 
implementation of these treatment 
approaches. 

• Contraindications and precautions 
for treatment 

• Potential harm of contraindicated 
treatments 

• Safe patient care concerns 

• Contraindications and precautions are 
relevant to scenario and evidence or 
reference cited. 

• Large majority or all of 
contraindications are addressed. 

• Consequences and risks of 
contraindicated treatments are 
discussed and relate to case. 

6) Propose treatment program 
modifications that may be 
required to enhance adherence, 
avoid complications, and optimize 
outcomes. 

• Alternative treatment approaches 
that are consistent with evaluation 
but respond to barriers or need for 
change/progression of treatment 

• Consideration of comorbidities and 
complications 

• Reason(s) why alternate treatment 
approaches may be necessary 

• Ongoing assessment and 
consideration of patient response to 
treatment 

• Justification for alternative treatment 
approach is consistent with evaluation and 
overcomes stated barriers. 

• Rationale provided. 
• Response to treatment modification is 

described. 
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7) Predict the expected outcome 
of the wound care treatment plan. 

• Predicted outcome based on findings 
of evaluation and re-evaluation, burn 
injury characteristics, individual 
characteristics of the burn survivor, 
and/or clinical experience of the 
practitioner 

• Accurately described predicted outcome 
that is consistent with evaluation data and 
scenario. 

8) Implement a patient/ family 
education plan that will optimize 
your treatment approach and 
goals. 

• Aligns with assessment results, 
hypotheses, outcome goals and 
rehabilitation treatment plan 

• Consideration of patient/ family goals 
and capabilities, resources, 
environmental factors, cultural 
beliefs, and social/ psychological 
factors 

• Methods of education/ instruction 
• Phase of recovery 
• Barriers to adherence with plan and 

follow up 

• Education plan is consistent with 
previously described scenario details. 

• Scenario specific considerations are 
described. 

• Education plan is adequately described. 
Education plan is appropriate for phase of 
recovery. 

• Barriers to adherence are addressed in 
education plan. 

9) Discuss elements of teamwork 
and communication that 
facilitated optimal wound 
management and outcome.  

• Multidisciplinary burn team member 
involvement in and understanding of 
the patient’s plan of care and goals 

• Methods to facilitate communication 
and collaboration between team 
members regarding optimal 
rehabilitation 

• Impact of team approach 

• Sufficiently describes other members of 
burn team. 

• Adequately describes methods used. 
• Thoroughly portrays impact of team 

approach on case outcome. 

10) Justify infection control 
techniques used. 

• Procedures and interventions to 
prevent or address infection 

• Sufficiently describes precautions that 
were undertaken. 

• Interventions are explained and justified 
based upon assessment findings. 
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Practice Domain – Secondary Competency Domain (Edema management, Post-operative management, Activities of Daily Living, 
Physical Agents/ Modalities, Community Reintegration, Biomechanics, Serial Casting, Complex Burn Sequelae, Cutaneous 
Impairment) 
 
This Standard and SPOs may be used when presenting information for any of the above practice domains.  The responses 
should be specific to the chosen domain. 
 
Standard - Candidate will demonstrate advanced proficiency with evaluation and management of the area of practice selected and 
demonstrate a high-level understanding of the topic and application with the burn survivor. Ability to analyze assessment findings and 
defend treatment decisions throughout the phases of burn recovery must be detailed. 
 

Specialty Practice 
Objectives (SPO): 

SPO Guide: It is recommended that the 
applicant provide the following 
information in the responses. 

Evaluation Criteria: The reviewer will use the 
following criteria to evaluate the Portfolio Application. 

1) Describe how (selected 
domain) was evaluated and 
the results obtained from the 
methods and tools used. 

• Assessment tools/methods used 
• Rationale for standardized or 

non-standardized methods and 
tools selected 

• Findings from assessments 
• Evaluation and consideration of 

co-morbidities 
• Factors that influence timing of 

evaluation 

• Tool selected should match patient 
demographics and situational presentation. 

• Adequately justifies tool selection. 
• Findings are provided; detail substantiate that 

tests were applied correctly. 
• Description of comorbidities was provided. 

Provides logical, relevant, and applicable 
factors appropriate for practice setting and 
scenario. 

2) Analyze the results of the 
evaluation for (selected 
domain). 

• Implications of assessment 
findings on treatment plan 

• Comparison to expected normal 
or baseline values 

• Assessment findings are clearly linked to 
treatment plan. 

• Provides objective or qualified commentary on 
degree of departure from normal when 
present and significance of these findings. 
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3) Design and implement an 
individualized rehabilitation 
treatment plan for (selected 
domain) based on evaluation 
and anticipated outcome. 
 

• Treatment plan is based on 
evaluation findings, analysis, 
injury characteristics, patient 
specific characteristics and 
time post-burn. 

• Components of treatment 
and how they were applied 

• Timing and progression of 
treatment 

• Integration of treatments 
with other rehabilitation 
interventions 

• Treatment plan matches issues revealed in 
assessment and follows logic of analysis 
presented. Plan discusses specific 
management strategies. 

• Elements of treatment plan based on 
evaluation and analysis of evaluation, as well 
as unique patient presentation and 
characteristics. 

• Standard and proven techniques should be 
discussed and related to particular scenario. 
Dosage and timing of treatment is supported 
by evidence or practice standards; other 
impacting factors are included or addressed in 
plan. 

• Treatment is provided in efficient manner. 
Care is coordinated if relevant and available. 

4) Defend the treatment 
selection(s) based on 
evidence, patient input, 
clinical experience and/or 
existing resources. 

• Rationale for treatment plan 
should be consistent with 
evaluation findings 

• Resources that support the 
treatment selection (e.g. current 
scientific and literature based 
evidence, patient feedback, 
accepted clinical standards, etc.) 

• Clinical experiences that have 
contributed to decisions and 
treatments 

• Citation of specific and appropriate research 
articles, or burn standard of practice with 
reference. Can also use standardized test 
results of patient to justify. 

• Must be relevant to scenario and include 
justification based on objective data or 
feedback. 

5) Discuss the 
contraindications, and 
precautions that must be 
considered with safe and 
effective implementation of 
these treatment approaches. 

• Contraindications and 
precautions for treatment 

• Potential harm of 
contraindicated treatments 

• Safe patient care concerns 

• Contraindications and precautions are 
relevant to scenario and evidence or 
reference cited. Large majority or all of 
contraindications are addressed. 

• Consequences and risks of contraindicated 
treatments are discussed and relate to case 
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6) Propose treatment 
program modifications that 
may be required to enhance 
adherence, avoid 
complications, and optimize 
outcomes. 

• Alternative treatment approaches 
that are consistent with 
evaluation but respond to 
barriers or need for 
change/progression of treatment 

• Reason(s) why alternate 
treatment approaches may be 
necessary 

• Consideration of 
comorbidities and 
complications 

• Justification for alternative treatment 
approach is consistent with evaluation and 
overcomes stated barriers. 

• Rationale provided. 
• Response to treatment modification is 

described. 

7) Predict the expected 
outcome of the (selected 
domain) treatment plan. 

• Predicted outcome based on 
findings of evaluation and re- 
evaluation, burn injury 
characteristics, individual 
characteristics of the burn 
survivor, and/or clinical 
experience of the practitioner 

• Accurately described predicted outcome 
that is consistent with evaluation data 
and scenario. 

8) Implement a patient/ family 
education plan that will 
optimize your treatment 
approach and goals. 

• Aligns with assessment results, 
hypotheses, outcome goals and 
rehabilitation treatment plan 

• Consideration of patient/ family 
goals and capabilities, 
resources, environmental 
factors, cultural beliefs, and 
social/ psychological factors 

• Methods of education/ 
instruction 

• Phase of recovery 
• Barriers to adherence with plan 

and follow up 

• Education plan is consistent with 
previously described scenario details. 

• Scenario specific considerations are 
described. Education plan is adequately 
described. 

• Education plan is appropriate for phase of 
recovery. 
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9) Discuss elements of 
teamwork and 
communication that 
facilitated optimal outcome. 

• Multidisciplinary burn team 
member involvement in and 
understanding of the patient’s 
plan of care and goals 

• Methods to facilitate 
communication and 
collaboration between team 
members regarding optimal 
rehabilitation 

• Impact of team approach 

• Sufficiently describes other members 
of burn team. Adequately describes 
methods used. 

• Thoroughly portrays impact of team 
approach on case outcome. 

10) Describe special 
considerations relevant to 
the burn survivor at various 
stages of recovery for the 
practice domain chosen. 

• Burn specific considerations for 
domain topic. 

• Burn therapists role in 
application of practice domain 

• Adequately describes considerations 
that are specific to the burn 
population. 

• Sufficiently describes the relevance of 
burn therapists role in practice 
domain. 
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Receiving an “Inconclusive” Decision on Your BT-C Application 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
 

1. Does “Inconclusive” Mean That my Application is Not Qualified? 
a. No, an inconclusive decision does not mean your application is not qualified for 

BT-C status. It means that the reviewers need further information before they can 
make a final determination. You received an “Inconclusive” decision if at least 50% 
of the reviewers are requesting revisions to your application. You may be asked to 
revise only one of the Evidence Forms or multiple forms in your resubmission 
providing clarification or additions to your original submission. 
 

2. What do I Need to do to Resubmit my BT-C Application? 
a. You will be provided with an email indicating which Evidence Form(s) need to be 

resubmitted. In the same email, you will receive an excel document that includes 
feedback from the reviewers that should guide you as to what information needs 
clarification or additions. Make the changes to the requested Evidence Forms and 
resubmit online.  
 

3. How do I Make Sense of the Reviewer’s Comments to Know What Information to 
Include in The Resubmission? 

a. The excel file that you will receive with the email from ABA will have a tab at the 
beginning of it labeled “Overall Comments.” Read those comments first to 
understand the general impression of the reviewers. Each excel file tab will 
represent the Evidence Form(s) that need to be resubmitted. Within each tab, you 
will see all of the reviewers’ feedback comments for each of the Specialty Practice 
Objectives. Please note, you will be provided with ALL of the reviewers’ comments 
for all of the SPOs. Not all reviewers will be requesting revisions to your 
application. Likewise, not all SPOs will require revision. The comments will indicate 
what was missing or what needs further clarification from the original response 
provided. Using the links provided, you will need to re-enter your responses for the 
SPOs on each Evidence Form that is requested. It is helpful if you saved an 
electronic copy of your original application from which you may cut and paste the 
responses adding additional information as requested. If you did not, please 
contact the ABA central office. 
 

4. How Long do I Have to Resubmit My Application? 
a. You have 4 weeks to resubmit your application.  If you can resubmit before that 

time, it may expedite the re-review.  
 

5. What Happens After I Resubmit My Application? 
a. The reviewers will re-review the revised Evidence Forms and make a final 

determination. You will have two opportunities (after initial submission) to resubmit 
your application with clarification or additional information if given the decision of 
‘Inconclusive’. If you do not successfully achieve a “Qualified” status after the 
second resubmission, certification will be denied, and you will need to begin the 
process again after a minimum of 6 months. If the decision is “Not qualified,” you 
will not receive certification. 
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6. What do I do If I Receive a Second “Inconclusive” Decision After I Have 

Resubmitted My Application with Revisions? 
a. It is possible to receive a second “Inconclusive” decision. This indicates that you 

have not appropriately responded to the reviewers’ comments after the first 
“Inconclusive” decision. You will again be provided with an excel file with the 
reviewers’ comments. Please read them very carefully and provide more detailed 
responses. You will only be allowed a total of two resubmissions after your original 
submission. 

 
If you have any further questions, please contact certification@ameriburn.org. 
 
 

mailto:certification@ameriburn.org


Review Question

4. What criteria should you use for determining if an 
applicant has met the Practice Domain Standard and 
Specific Practice Objectives (SPOs)?

a. Current burn rehabilitation therapy literature.
b. The SPO grid, which includes the SPO guide and 

evaluation criteria. 
c. Your clinical experience.



Answer

4. What criteria should you use for determining if an 
applicant has met the Practice Domain Standard and 
Specific Practice Objectives (SPOs)?

a. Current burn rehabilitation therapy literature.
b. The SPO grid, which includes the SPO guide and 

evaluation criteria. 
c. Your clinical experience.



Review Question

5. True or False

A scoring of (0) in one of the SPOs immediately disqualifies 
an applicant from becoming certified. 



Answer

5. True or False

A scoring of (0) in one of the SPOs immediately disqualifies 
an applicant from becoming certified. 



Review Questions

6. When is a comment required during scoring of SPO 
criteria?

a. When scoring a “0” – Applicant does NOT address 
the criteria in the information presented.

b. When scoring a “1” – Applicant PARTIALLY 
addresses the criteria in the information presented.

c. When scoring a “2” – Applicant SUFFICIENTLY 
addresses the criteria in the information presented.

d. “a” and “b” are correct.



Answer

6. When is a comment required during scoring of SPO 
criteria?

a. When scoring a “0” – Applicant does NOT address 
the criteria in the information presented.

b. When scoring a “1” – Applicant PARTIALLY 
addresses the criteria in the information presented.

c. When scoring a “2” – Applicant SUFFICIENTLY 
addresses the criteria in the information presented.

d. “a” and “b” are correct.
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